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“GRIZZ DNA”

WINSTON GREELY:  FOR MORE THAN 30 YEARS, NUMEROUS ORGANIZATIONS AND AGENCIES HAVE WORKED TIRELESSLY TO RECOVER MONTANA’S THREATENED GRIZZLY BEAR. 

KATE KENDALL:  WE REALLY HAD NO IDEA HOW SUCCESSFUL THOSE EFFORTS WERE IN THIS ECOSYSTEM BECAUSE WE DIDN’T HAVE ANY BASELINE INFORMATION.

WINSTON GREELY:  SO KENDALL ORCHESTRATED A MASSIVE SURVEY TO USE THE DNA FROM BEAR HAIR TO COUNT THE NUMBER OF GRIZZLY BEARS IN THE NORTHERN CONTINENTAL DIVIDE ECOSYSTEM, WHICH IS AN AREA THAT EXTENDS FROM MISSOULA AND HELENA IN THE SOUTH TO THE CANADIAN BORDER IN THE NORTH. THE TOTAL 765 GRIZZLIES MORE THAN TWICE THE PREVIOUS ESTIMATES. 

KATE KENDALL: I WASN’T SURPRISED THAT OUR POPULATION ESTIMATE WAS HIGHER, BUT THE MAGNITUDE OF THE DIFFERENCE THAT SURPRISED ME.

WINSTON GREELY:  ANOTHER SURPRISE WAS THAT NEARLY HALF OF THOSE BEARS LIVE IN GLACIER PARK A SLIVER OF THE TOTAL STUDY AREA. 

KATE KENDALL: THAT WAS EVEN MORE OF A DIFFERENCE THAN I EXPECTED.

WINSTON GREELY: THE GENETIC INFORMATION ALSO SHOWED THAT THESE BEARS HAD A HEALTHY GENE POOL.

KATE KENDALL: THE GENETIC VARIABILITY APPROACHES LEVELS SEEN IN UNDISTURBED POPULATIONS IN NORTHERN CANADA AND ALASKA.

WINSTON GREELY: WHILE THIS STUDY MAY ONE DAY LEAD TO THE DELISTING OF THE GRIZZLY, KENDALL HOPES THE DECADES OF CONSERVATION WORK THAT GOT THE GRIZZLY TO THIS POINT WILL CONTINUE IN THE FUTURE.  

KATE KENDALL: IT WILL REMAIN IMPORTANT TO KEEP UP THOSE EFFORTS TO PROTECT WHAT WE HAVE REMAINING AND KEEP VARIOUS PORTIONS OF THE POPULATION CONNECTED.

WINSTON GREELY: WINSTON GREELY OUT AMONG MONTANA’S FISH, WILDLIFE AND PARKS.

