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“GRIZZ DELIST”

ARNIE DOOD: IT IS A SUCCESS STORY THAT’S BEEN BROUGHT ABOUT BY A LOT OF AGENCIES, A LOT OF PRIVATE LANDOWNERS, A LOT OF THE PUBLIC HAVE MADE SACRIFICES TO BRING US TO THIS POINT.

WINSTON GREELY:  THREE DECADES OF COMMITMENT HAVE LED TO THE RECENT PROPOSAL TO DELIST THE YELLOWSTONE AREA GRIZZLY BEAR FROM THE NATIONS ENDANGERED SPECIES LIST, IF THIS OCCURS, MONTANA MAY EVENTUALLY MANAGE THE BEAR. THE MANAGEMENT PLAN MONTANA WOULD USE IS VERY SIMILAR TO THE RECOVERY PLAN, USED NOW.  

ARNIE DOOD: WE WILL HAVE TO MONITOR THE SPECIES WHETHER IT’S LISTED OR DELISTED THOSE THINGS WILL CONTINUE. WE HAVE TO PAY ATTENTION TO WHAT’S HAPPENING TO ITS HABITAT WHETHER IT’S LISTED OR DELISTED, AND THOSE THINGS WILL CONTINUE INTO THE FUTURE.

WINSTON GREELY: SUSTAINING THE HABITAT WILL BE ONE OF THE GREAT CHALLENGES TO ENSURE THE GRIZZLIES SUCCESS DOWN THE ROAD.

PAT FLOWERS: THE HABITAT CONDITIONS THAT WERE IN PLACE IN 1998 ON THE FEDERAL LANDS, WHICH LED TO A STEADY GROWTH RATE IN BEARS. THOSE SAME HABITAT STANDARDS ARE GOING TO BE IN PLACE INDEFINITELY UNDER THE CONSERVATION STRATEGIES. 

WINSTON GREELY: EVEN IF HABITAT IS SECURED THERE’S STILL CONCERNS OF THE VANISHING WHITE BARK PINE, WHOSE ROLE AS A PRIMARY FOOD SOURCE HAS SOME OPPONENTS WORRIED ABOUT THE GRIZZLIES FUTURE. 

PAT FLOWERS: OUR EXPECTATION IS THEY ARE OPPORTUNISTIC OMNIVORES THEY ARE GOING TO FIND OTHER FOODS THEY CAN SUBSTITUTE IN AND WE THINK THEY WILL PERSIST JUST FIND EVEN WITH A DECLINE IN THAT KEY FOOD SOURCE. 

WINSTON GREELY (ON CAMERA):  CLASSIFYING THE GRIZZLY AS A GAME SPECIES MONTANA MIGHT ONE DAY OFFER A HUNT, BUT UNTIL THEN MANAGERS ARE LOOKING TO THIS CONSERVATION SUCCESS STORY AS A LESSON FOR RECOVERING ALL OF MONTANA’S GRIZZLIES. WINSTON GREELY OUT AMONG MONTANA’S FISH, WILDLIFE AND PARKS. 

