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“GRAYLING CO-OP”

WINSTON GREELY:  NESTLED BETWEEN THE BIGHOLE MOUNTAINS AND the CATTLE fields of southwestern montana YOU’LL FIND THE LAST HOLDOUT OF RIVER DWELLING ARCTIC GRAYLING IN THE LOWER 48. WITH ITS ENDANGERED STATUS IN QUESTION, A UNIQUE PARTNERSHIP IS WORKING TO PUT THIS NATIVE FISH BACK ON TRACK. 

GUY PETERSON: TALKING ABOUT RESTORATION, HABITAT AND RIPARIAN AREAS and stuff I DON’T KNOW a lot ABOUT them, BUT I’M LEARNING. AND I THINK a lot of people coming in to help us are learning also.

WINSTON GREELY: over the past few years biologists have been working with ranchers and other big hole landowners to ENACT CONSERVATION measures to benefit grayling. these conservation agreements deal with everything from water usage to grazing practices. 

GUY PETERSON: grass that is our product on these ranches, that’s what we grow, that’s what we produce, that’s what we sell. SO, that’s why this water issue is so important here. 

winston greely: while water is crucial to the survival of all residents in the valley, another component to this PROGRAM IS streamside restoration. 

JIM MAGEE: not even five years ago would we be able to do a lot of these projects, but now we have landowner buy in because they understand what we are trying to do. 

winston greely: this buy in is crucial FOR THE PROTECTION OF THE grayling, because itS’ habitat lies almost entirely on private land. and so far, with CLOSE TO a quarter of a million acres under agreement, confidence is high. 

GUY PETERSON: i want to see the habitat for fish enhanced and at the same time i want to see us have the ability to use our feed. and i think that can be done.

winston greely: WHILE THE FATE OF THE GRAYLING WON’T CHANGE OVERNIGHT, THIS GROUND-BREAKING COOPERATION BETWEEN LANDOWNERS AND CONSERVATION GROUPS COULD BECOME A MODEL FOR PROTECTING SPECIES OF CONCERN in the future. WINSTON GREELY OUT AMONG MONTANA’S FISH, WILDLIFE AND PARKS.

