FWP Outdoor Report Script

2/05/09

“GOAT TRANSFER”

WINSTON GREELY:  MOUNTAIN GOATS USED TO BE COMMON AROUND EAR MOUNTAIN ON THE ROCKY MOUNTAIN FRONT, IN FACT THE GOAT POPULATION WAS SO HEARTY THEY BECAME A RELIABLE SOURCE TO CREATE NEW POPULATIONS ACROSS THE STATE, HOWEVER OVERTRAPPING AND OVER HUNTING LED TO A DECLINE THAT TODAY HAS YET TO REBOUND. BUT NOW MANAGERS HOPE THEY HAVE FOUND A SOLUTION, BY TAKING GOATS FROM A HEALTHY POPULATION IN THE CRAZY MOUNTAINS AND MOVING THEM BACK HOME TO THE ROCKY MOUNTAIN FRONT. 

BRENT LONNER:  WHAT WE WANT TO DO IS GIVE THEM SOME NEW ANIMALS IN HERE AND GIVE THEM THAT LITTLE BUMP, SO GOAT NUMBERS OVER THE SPAN OF THE NEXT 5 TO 10 YEARS WILL GRADUALLY COME BACK UP.

WINSTON GREELY:  OVERALL MONTANA HAS A HEALTHY GOAT POPULATION, BUT WHAT PUZZLES BIOLOGISTS IS THAT HOW IN CERTAIN AREAS THEYARE THRIVING AND OTHER AREAS THEY ARE NOT.

TOM LEMKE: AND THAT IS ONE OF THINGS THAT I THINK FUTURE RESEARCH PROJECTS ARE GOING TO HAVE TO FOCUS ON, WE HAVE NO CONCRETE EXPLANATION ON A CASE BY CASE BASIS FOR WHY CERTAIN POPULATIONS HAVE DECLINED WHILE OTHERS HAVE INCREASED.

WINSTON GREELY:  WHILE BIOLOGISTS CALL FOR NEW RESEARCH AND MORE FOCUS ON THIS BIG GAME ANIMAL, FOR NOW, TRANSPLANTING THESE GOATS BACK TO THEIR ORIGINAL HOME GIVES THEM THE BEST CHANCE TO BECOME COMMON AGAIN. WINSTON GREELY OUT AMONG MONTANA’S FISH, WILDLIFE AND PARKS.

