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“GARDINER LATE HUNT”

LEMKE: THE GARDINER LATE HUNT, ACTUALLY, HAS A VERY LONG AND COLORFUL HISTORY HERE IN MONTANA. HUNTERS HAVE HUNTED MIGRANT ELK THAT HAVE COME OUT OF THE PARK SINCE THE EARLY 1900’S. AND THE HUNT HAS EVOLVED OVER TIME INTO THE MOST REGULATED, MOST SUCCESSFUL ELK HUNTS IN NORTH AMERICA.

GREELY: WHILE ELK NUMBERS HAVE ALLOWED HUNTERS A TRADITIONALLY HIGH SUCCESS RATE DURING THE LATE HUNTS, THE LAST DECADE HAS SEEN THE ELK POPULATION AND CALF RECRUITMENT DECLINE.

ALT: WHAT WE ARE PROPOSING FOR THE NEXT SEASON IS A REDUCTION IN ANTLER LESS PERMITS FROM 1100 ANTLER LESS PERMITS TO 100, ALSO IN EITHER SEX PERMITS FROM 80 TO 48 AND ALSO A REDUCTION IN THE SEASON LENGTH.

GREELY: THREE MORTALITY FACTORS AFFECT THE NORTHERN YELLOWSTONE ELK; PREDATION, ENVIRONMENTAL, AND HUNTER HARVEST, WHICH IS THE ONLY MAJOR FACTOR FISH WILDLIFE AND PARKS CAN CONTROL. HOWEVER, THE ADDITION OF THE WOLF AS A PREDATOR IN 1995 HAS INFLUENCED CURRENT ELK POPULATIONS.

ALT: POPULATION DYNAMICS OF THAT ELK POPULATION IS DIFFERENT NOW THAN IT WAS PRE-WOLF. WHAT WE ARE SEEING NOW IS A STEADY DECLINE IN THE POPULATION WITH NO REBOUNDING. AND WHEN YOU LOOK AT THE PARK WOLF POPULATION AND YOU COMBINE THAT FACTOR WITH ALL OF THE OTHER PREDATION AND OUR HUNTING SEASONS, IT IS AN ADDITIVE ON THE POPULATION.

LEMKE: WE WANT TO AVOID AT THIS STAGE, HAVING A POPULATION DECLINE LET US SAY BELOW 5000. SAY WE SHOULD HAVE A CATASTROPHIC WINTER KILL EVENT, WHICH IS ENTIRELY POSSIBLE. IF WE HAVE THAT, THAT WILL PUT THE POPULATION IN THE HOLE. IT WILL TAKE MUCH, MUCH LONGER FOR IT TO RECOVER. 

GREELY: WINSTON GREELY OUT AMONG MONTANA’S FISH, WILDLIFE, AND PARKS  

