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Mike Gurnett:  Understanding when, where and how far animals move are key aspects to sound wildlife management. 

Mike Gurnett: (On Camera) and now researchers are using the latest in Global Positioning or GPS technology to gather unprecedented amounts of data on wildlife movement.

Julie Cunningham: A year ago we where out and radio collared 30 elk with these GPS collars.  They are fixed to take a satellite location every half hour.

Julie Cunningham: (On Camera) The collar would hang like this so the antenna faces upwards towards the sky.  The satellite locations are stored onboard the computer down here with the battery and then after 56 weeks this mechanism will release.

Julie Cunningham:  We actually know to the day when the collar is going to blow apart but to go out and find the collar in the field we need to use the old technology, the VHF radio technology to help us find the entire collar and download the new technology which is the GPS locations.

Julie Cunningham: We are hoping to learn more about where Northern Yellowstone Elk move to during the summer and during the fall. We are looking at hunter accessibility of these animals. How many are taken by grizzlies? Hunters? Wolves? We are learning about where they will have their calves. We’re learning about where they are during the brucellosis risky time period

Mike Gurnett:  Once this collar is retrieved and the data is downloaded, new batteries will be installed, a new blow-off mechanism and this collar will be redeployed on another elk within another 3 to 4 weeks. This is Mike Gurnett, out among Montana’s fish, wildlife and parks.

