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“FUNDING SHEEP”

RAY VINKEY: THERE YOU GO, THERE IS SOME BIGHORN.

WINSTON GREELY: WHEN RAY VINKEY BEGAN WORKING FOR FISH, WILDLIFE AND PARKS A FEW YEARS AGO, THE BLUE EYED NELLY WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREA WAS JUST A SLIVER OF LAND. 

RAY VINKEY: IN THE LAST 5 YEARS, WE BUILT THIS WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT COMPLEX FROM 6 ACRES TO AROUND 460 ACRES.

WINSTON GREELY: THE EXPANSION OF THIS WINTER RANGE IS LARGELY MADE POSSIBLE BY AN ANNUAL AUCTION OF A BIGHORN SHEEP LICENSE. 
RAY VINKEY: THOSE FUNDS HAVE ALLOWED US TO LEVERAGE FUNDS FROM OTHER PARTIES AND HAVE ALSO PROVIDED THE BULK OF THE FUNDING.

WINSTON GREELY: IN THE LAST 25 YEARS THE AUCTION HAS GENERATED MORE THAN 3.5 MILLION DOLLARS. THIS MONEY IS USED TO CONDUCT ANNUAL SHEEP SURVEYS AND TO SECURE IMPORTANT LANDS LIKE THIS PARCEL NEAR THOMPSON FALLS. 

BRUCE STERLING: IT GIVES HUNTER’S ACCESS TO THE FOREST SERVICE, WHICH IS BEHIND US. IT’S JUST GOOD QUALITY HABITAT FOR BIGHORN SHEEP, IF IT WASN’T FOR THE PEOPLE THAT WERE BUYING THESE PERMITS A LOT OF THIS WOULD NOT HAPPEN.

WINSTON GREELY:  AND WHILE THIS TAG HAS ITS’ CRITICS, THIS FUNDING SOURCE IS CRUCIAL FOR MONTANA’S BIGHORN SHEEP.

BRUCE STERLING: IT CAN BE HIGHLY CONTROVERSIAL, BUT I GOT TO TELL YOU FROM AN AGENCY PERSPECTIVE WHEN DOLLARS ARE SHORT AND YOU HAVE AN OPPORTUNITY TO ACCESS SOME OF THESE ACCOUNTS THEY MAKE ALL THE DIFFERENCE IN THE WORLD.

WINSTON GREELY: WINSTON GREELY OUT AMONG MONTANA’S FISH, WILDLIFE AND PARKS.

