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MIKE GURNETT: If you pass through this place it may seem like Small-Town-America,

MIKE GURNETT: (On Camera) but if you live here, Lewistown Montana is the real America.  It’s a place where people care about their community and great ideas are born.

DON PFAU: We started a G.I. War Surplus, Two GI’s With Real Buys.

DON PFAU: (On Camera) Everything we had sold, it was just a real bonanza for us.   After a while we ran out of surplus.  It was either go out of business or find some avenue where we could buy right.

MIKE GURNETT: As Don transitioned into sporting goods he thought there should be a way for similar independent stores to join together when purchasing inventory, This idea lead to the founding Sports Incorporated.

ED BEALL: Well if you look back at the beginning of Sports Inc., when Don had the idea there where six original stores

ED BEALL: (On Camera) to what is now 500 stores across the United States.  They are all independent, but they can come together and get a national buying power.  Basically, it has allowed the small independent store to continue.  You know, Don Pfau has been I think the example for community support and service.

JOHN TURNER: We would have 

JOHN TURNER: (On Camera) a far different community if it wasn’t for Don.  He was instrumental in the high school, the hospital, and this trail system here.  The number of projects he’s worked on is overwhelming.

 MIKE GURNETT:  This coming May, Don Pfau will be inducted into the sporting goods dealers Hall-of-Fame. Along side people how started companies like Nike, Coleman and Remington.  If there was a hall-of-fame for people who cared about their community, I think he would be in that one too.  This is Mike Gurnett, out among Montana’s fish, wildlife & parks.

