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MIKE GURNETT: What started as an idea of a few local fishermen is about to become a reality. 

MIKE GURNETT: (On Camera) This fall the Fort Peck fish hatchery, Montana’s new fish production facility that’s filled with the technology of the 21st century, is scheduled to begin production.

GARY BERTELLOTTI: We have a facility that covers about one hundred acres of ground

GARY BERTELLOTTI: (On Camera) with ponds and complex water treatment systems and fish production facilities that are top in the nation.

PAUL SANTAVY: Each and every rearing tank and raceway at the Fort Peck Hatchery has three water options.

PAUL SANTAVY (On Camera) One is raw water which is untreated water right out of the dredge cut.  The next is treated water which has been filtered and disinfected.  Treated water would be the main water that you would use all the time for most production and the third is heated and treated water.  There are really two reasons to heat the water.  One reason is to keep the water warm enough so the fish aren’t stressed out so they are less likely to get diseases.  The other reason to heat water is for species you are trying to pack-on as much growth as possible.

This facility, because of the technology that has been put into it will be able to produce the species, the size, the quality of fish that is needed to move on into the future to meet our needs and the growing demands on fisheries throughout the state.

MIKE GURNETT: And in addition to the hatchery facility, the site will have meeting rooms and a visitor’s center which will feature the fish and wildlife of Northeastern Montana. This is Mike Gurnett, out among Montana’s fish, wildlife and parks.

