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MIKE GURNETT: The landscape through which the Yellowstone River flows is unprecedented in both beauty and diversity.

MIKE GURNETT: (On Camera) And now the Yellowstone, our nation’s longest free-flowing river combined with the latest in scientific technology is about to reveal some well-kept secrets.

MATT JAEGER: Because of some of the difficulties associated with sampling these big rivers we still haven’t figured out a lot about the movements and habitat use and habitat preference of some of these big-river species.

MATT JAEGER: (On Camera) a lot of traditional sampling methods like electrofishing and drifting nets only tell us a little bit of the picture as far as what these fishes are doing a different times of the year.  

MATT JAEGER: When we are surgically implanting radio transmitters the idea behind that is we put in this transmitting device and then turn the fish loose and then track it for on this case about four years. When we are actually implanting radio transmitters, what we do is make an incision, put a catheter needle down the fishes’ body down from the incision feed the antenna through that needle, insert the transmitter and then close the incision with surgical staples. 

What we are seeing with these large river fishes is they undergo huge movements.  For example, some sager move three to four hundred miles every year for spawning migrations.

MIKE GURNETT: Researchers are learning a lot from every single fish that is surgically implanted with a transmitter. So if you catch a fish that has one of these radio antennas attached, biologists are asking that you release that fish back into the river.  This is Mike Gurnett, out among Montana’s fish, wildlife and parks.

