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“FISH PASSAGE”

WINSTON GREELY:  IT’S TAKEN MORE THAN 100 YEARS, BUT FISH ARE NOW MIGRATING PAST THE TONGUE RIVER’S T AND Y DIVERSION DAM THANKS TO A FISH PASSAGE BUILT IN 2005. MANAGERS WERE CONFIDENT THAT FISH WOULD USE THE PASSAGE, BUT WHAT SURPRISED THEM WAS THE VARIETY THAT DID.

MIKE BACKES: WE EXPECTED TO SEE SOME OF THE SUCKERS SOME OF THE RIVER CARP SUCKERS AND CARP, BUT THE DIVERSITY OF EVERYTHING HAS BEEN REALLY KIND OF A SURPRISE. 

WINSTON GREELY:  SO FAR, THEY HAVE FOUND 19 DIFFERENT FISH SPECIES THAT USE THE BYPASS, BUT MORE IMPORTANTLY, THESE FISH NOW HAVE ACCESS TO MORE THAN 150 MILES OF THE TONGUE RIVER.

MIKE BACKES: THERE’S A LOT OF HABITAT UP THERE THAT’S USABLE FOR THESE SPECIES AND IT WILL JUST BE TIME WILL TELL HOW THEY’LL REFILL THE NICHE OF ALL THIS NEW HABITAT AND THEN OBVIOUSLY THEY ARE PROVIDING TO THE HEALTH OF THE YELLOWSTONE RIVER SYSTEM WITH ADDITIONAL FORAGE ADDITIONAL SPECIES, IT’S REALLY A LANDMARK CHANGE.

WINSTON GREELY:  AND WHILE ITS’ BEEN A LONG ROAD TO GET TO THIS POINT, MANAGERS HOPE TODAY’S SUCCESSFUL FISH PASSAGE WILL INSPIRE OTHER DIVERSION DAM PROJECTS IN THE STATE. 

MIKE BACKES: THIS ONE IS TESTAMENT THAT ALL THAT EFFORT IS WORTHWHILE. IT’S A LONG BATTLE AND I GUESS KEEP UP THE GRIND, KEEP WORKING ON IT BECAUSE IT’S A BENEFIT FOR EVERYBODY NOT JUST THE FISH.

WINSTON GREELY: WINSTON GREELY OUT AMONG MONTANA’S FISH, WILDLIFE AND PARKS.

