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“FISH CREEK”

WINSTON GREELY: THIS GROUSE DOESN’T QUITE KNOW IT, BUT ITS’ HOME ALONG WITH THE HOMES OF MANY OTHER SPECIES IS NOW PROTECTED FOREVER.
VICKIE EDWARDS: WHEN YOU LOOK AT THE BROAD LANDSCAPE AND THE FACT THAT THEIR WAS A LARGE HUGE BLOCK OF PRIVATE LAND OWNERSHIP WITHIN THE FISH CREEK DRAINAGE AND NOW THAT IS PUBLIC THAT IS GOING TO BE CONSERVED FOR HUNTER ACCESS, FOR WILDLIFE AND FISH FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS.
WINSTON GREELY: MONTANA’S NEW FISH CREEK LAND ACQUISITION IS 41000 ACRES THAT INCLUDES A WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREA AND A STATE PARK, A UNIQUE COMBINATION FOR BOTH WILDLIFE AND PEOPLE.
LEE BASTIAN: I THINK IT IS A GREAT CONCEPT BECAUSE WHAT A STATE PARK DEVELOPMENT CAN DO IS IT CAN HELP FOCUS WHERE THAT VISITATION IS GOING TO BE. SO THAT IF THERE IS SOME REAL SENSITIVE AREAS OUT THERE YOU CAN MAKE SURE THE DEVELOPMENT DOESN’T HAPPEN THERE, BUT IT HAPPENS IN THE RIGHT SPOT.
WINSTON GREELY: ONE NOVEL FEATURE OF THIS PARK WILL BE A FIRE LOOKOUT, WHICH VISITORS, FOR THE FIRST TIME, WILL BE ABLE TO RENT FROM THE STATE.  AND PROBABLY ONE OF THE BIGGEST BENEFICIARIES OF THIS PROJECT IS THE STREAM THAT GIVES THIS PROPERTY ITS’ NAME.
LADD KNOWTEK: THIS IS THE MOST IMPORTANT WATERSHED WITHIN THE MIDDLE CLARKFORK AREA, THE WHOLE AREA BETWEEN MISSOULA AND THE FLATHEAD RIVER, WHICH IS ABOUT A 90 MILE STRETCH. AND SO IT PROVIDES THE LONG TERM PROTECTION WE WERE LOOKING FOR AND REALLY ENHANCES OUR ABILITY TO DO RESTORATION WORK ON WATERSHED SCALE.
WINSTON GREELY: MANAGERS WILL FACE CHALLENGES IN THE DEVELOPMENT AND RESTORATION OF THIS PROPERTY, BUT THEY ARE OPTIMISTIC THAT THE NEW FISH CREEK WILDLIFE MANGEMENT AREA AND STATE PARK WILL SHINE IN THE FUTURE. WINSTON GREELY OUT AMONG MONTANA’S FISH, WILDLIFE AND PARKS.

