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6/05/08

“FIRE RESTORATION”

WINSTON GREELY:  LAST SUMMERS MERIWETHER FIRE SWEPT THROUGH THE GATES OF THE MOUNTAINS WILDERNESS AND THE BEARTOOTH WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREA BURNING PRIME WILDLIFE HABITAT. TODAY THE SCARS OF THE FIRE ARE STILL VISIBLE, BUT GROWING SIGNS OF LIFE ARE AN INDICATION OF HOW BENEFICIAL A FIRE CAN BE.

GRAHAM TAYLOR:  THE GRASS SPECIES ARE GREENING AND THE SHRUBS ARE COMING BACK, OR RESPROUTING. WE ARE SEEING ELK ,WE ARE SEEING DEER MOVE BACK INTO THE AREA WHERE THEY HAD PREVIOUSLY MOVED OUT AS A RESULT OF THE FIRE. 

WINSTON GREELY: ONE POSITIVE ASPECT OF A FIRE IS THAT IT REJUVANATES THE VEGETATION.

LAWEN HOLLINGSWORTH: THIS IS IMPROVING THEIR FOOD BASE, BECAUSE THAT’S ALL THEY HAVE OUT THERE THEY DON’T UNFORTUNATELY HAVE THEIR LOCAL SAFEWAY TO WALK INTO.

WINSTON GREELY: ANOTHER BENEFIT IS THAT IT CAN CREATE HABITAT VARIETY.

GRAHAM TAYLOR: WILDLIFE FAVORS EDGES AND EDGE TYPE HABITATS AND WHEREVER THERE IS A CONTRAST HEAVILY BURNED, TO LIGHTLY BURNED, TO NOT BURNED AT ALL WILDLIFE SEEK OUT THOSE EDGES.

WINSTON GREELY: THOUGH FIRE BENEFITS A WIDE RANGE OF WILDLIFE, ITS’ USE IN MONTANA WILL CONTINUE TO BE A BALANCING ACT. 

LAWEN HOLLINGSWORTH: WE DO KNOW THAT FIRE IS AN IMPORTANT PROCESS IN THE ECOSYSTEM. I THINK THE DIFFICULT PART IS TRYING TO WEIGH THE SOCIAL POLITCAL SIDE WITH THE ECOLOGICAL SIDE.

WINSTON GREELY: WINSTON GREELY OUT AMONG MONTANA’S FISH, WILDLIFE AND PARKS.

