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“EXTREME DROUGHT”

GREELY: THIS WINTERS MILD TEMPERATURES AND BELOW AVERAGE PRECIPITATION HAVE LEFT MOST OF MONTANA’S RIVERS, LAKES AND STREAMS IN A DIRE POSITION.

BERNHARDT: THIS WINTER DOESN’T REALLY FIT AN EL NINO AND IT DOESN’T FIT THE PACIFIC DECADEL OSCILLATION EITHER. AND SO THIS IS KIND OF AN ANOMALOUS WINTER AND WE DON’T KNOW WHAT CAUSED IT TO BE SO DRY.

GREELY: SNOW PACK DRIVES MONTANA’S WATERSHEDS. THERE ARE MORE THAN 100 MONITORS AROUND THE STATE COLLECTING DAILY SNOW PACK DATA. THIS INFORMATION IS THEN USED TO DETERMINE A SURFACE WATER SUPPLY INDEX FOR EACH WATERSHED. WITH THE DARKER SHADES INDICATING EXTREME DRYNESS, LAST MARCH’S FAIRLY AVERAGE SURFACE WATER SUPPLY HAS TURNED TO THIS MONTHS RECORD SETTING DEPLETION.

GREELY: THE CONSEQUENCES OF THE WATERSHEDS RUNNING THIS LOW COULD HAVE WIDE RANGING ECONOMIC AND ENVIRONMENTAL IMPLICATIONS.

SCHENCK: I MEAN DROUGHT IS HARD ON FISHERIES, BUT IT IS HARD ON EVERYBODY: THE FARMERS AND RANCHERS, OUTFITTERS, GUIDES, THE RESTAURANTS, THE RENTALS.

ABER: MUNICIPALITIES ARE COMING TO GRIPS THAT THEIR WATER SUPPLY IS BEING STRETCHED TO THE LIMIT AND THEIR POPULATION IS GROWING. EVEN IF POPULATION WAS STATIC, THEY ARE DEALING WITH A PROBLEM NOW.

GREELY: AS THE DROUGHT AFFECTS OF OUR WATERWAYS ARE BEGINNING TO TAKE THEIR TOLL ON ALL MONTANANS, SOLUTIONS WILL REQUIRE COOPERATION FROM ALL USERS. 

SCHENK: LOOK AT THE SUCCESSES WE HAVE HAD ON THE BLACKFOOT AND THOSE ON THE JEFFERSON. THAT GETS EVERYBODY INVOLVED; GET EVERYBODY TO REALIZE THEY HAVE A STAKE IN IT AND FIND WAYS TO SAVE SOME WATER HERE AND THERE.

ABER: WHAT DIFFERENCE IS MY WATER CONSERVATION GOING TO MAKE, I AM JUST ONE PERSON. BUT I REALLY DO BELIEVE THAT PEOPLE ARE STARTING TO REALIZE THAT WATER IS VERY PRECIOUS. THAT’S THE ONE BENEFIT OF THE DROUGHT IS WE COME TO TERMS ON JUST HOW SCARCE IT CAN BE.

GREELY: WINSTON GREELY OUT AMONG MONTANA’S FISH, WILDLIFE, AND PARKS.

