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“ELK SUMMIT”

WINSTON GREELY:  IT COULD BE ONE OF THE MOST ENAMORED SPECIES IN MONTANA. BUT COULD ONE OF THE GREATEST CONSERVATION SUCCESS STORIES NOW BE A PROBLEM?

JEFF HAGENER: WE HAVE AN EXTREMELY HEALTHY POPULATION OF ELK. AND FOR SPORTSMEN THAT’S GREAT, BUT ON THE FLIPSIDE OF THAT ELK CONSUME A LOT OF FORAGE.

WINSTON GREELY: FOR SOME THIS MIGHT NOT SEEM LIKE A PROBLEM AT ALL, BUT WITH MONTANA’S ELK POPULATION DOUBLING IN THE LAST TWENTY YEARS RANCHERS AND FARMERS ARE SEEING A BIGGER IMPACT ON THEIR BOTTOMLINE.

LISA HUESTIS: THE ELK SIGNIFICANTLY AFFECT US. WE TRY TO CONSERVE OUR PASTURES AND LEAVE EXTRA GRASS BEHIND AND WE CAN COME DOWN TO OUR SPRING PASTURES AND FIND THAT THEY HAVE COMPLETELY TAKEN US OUT. 

WINSTON GREELY: TO LIMIT THIS AGRICULTURAL LOSS FISH, WILDLIFE AND PARKS TRIES TO KEEP THE ELK POPULATION IN CHECK. 

JEFF HAGENER: THE STATES PRIMARY METHOD OF DEALING WITH ELK POPULATIONS IS THROUGH HUNTER HARVEST, BUT YOU CAN’T HARVEST THOSE ANIMALS IF YOU CAN’T GET TO THEM.

WINSTON GREELY: ACCESS IS JUST ONE OF A VARIETY OF FACTORS CONTRIBUTING TO THIS ELK PROBLEM, BUT FINDING A SOLUTION IS NOW THE GREATER CHALLENGE.

JEFF HAGENER: WE NEED TO TRY AND GET THE FOLKS TOGETHER, BECAUSE THERE IS LIKELY TO BE LEGISLATION FROM ALL STANDPOINTS ON THIS ISSUE. AND IT WOULD BE MORE APPROPRIATE IF WE COULD BRING EVERYBODY TOGETHER INFORMATION WISE WITH WHAT THEY THINK IS THE MOST SENSIBLE WAY TO MOVE FORWARD.

WINSTON GREELY: TO BEGIN TO FIND A SOLUTION FISH, WILDLIFE AND PARKS IS HOLDING AN ELK SUMMIT NEXT SATURDAY IN BOZEMAN. SO IF YOU ARE A HUNTER, OUTFITTER, LANDOWNER, OR JUST A WILDLIFE WATCHER YOU CAN BE A PART OF PRESERVING MONTANA’S ENAMORED ELK. WINSTON GREELY OUT AMONG MONTANA’S FISH, WILDLIFE AND PARKS. 

