FWP Outdoor Report Script

10/20/05

“ELK MAN”

WINSTON GREELY: (BUGLE) TODD FORD IS OUT TODAY SCOUTING FOR ELK. HE’S NOT LOOKING FOR HIMSELF, BUT FOR YOU. 

WINSTON GREELY: (ON CAMERA) IT ALL STARTED A FEW YEARS AGO WHEN HUNTERS WERE UNABLE TO HARVEST ENOUGH ELK IN THE BEARS PAW MOUNTAINS, DUE TO THE DIFFICULTY OF GAINING ACCESS TO PRIVATE LANDS. SO A GROUP CREATED A UNIQUE SOLUTION TO APPEASE BOTH LANDOWNERS AND HUNTERS ALIKE. 

PHONE RING “HELLO”

SHANE RENO: HE’S KIND OF LIKE A DISPATCHER HE DIRECTS THE HUNTER TO THE LANDOWNER AND THEN THE LANDOWNER GIVES PERMISSION.

WINSTON GREELY: COORDINATING ELK HUNTERS DURING THE RIFLE SEASON, TODD WILL SPEND COUNTLESS HOURS ON THE PHONE AND LOG HUNDREDS OF MILES THROUGHOUT THIS COUNTRY. IT’S A JOB THAT REQUIRES A SPECIAL DEDICATION. 

TODD FORD: YOU MIGHT HIKE 50 MILES AND NOT SEE AN ELK TO BE HONEST WITH YOU, OR DRIVE 300 MILES AND NOT SEE AN ELK. IT’S LIKE A NEEDLE IN A HAYSTACK SOMETIMES.

SHANE RENO: TODD’S GOT A SPECIAL LOVE FOR THE OUTDOORS, ELK AND RANCHING. SO IT MAKES IT A WONDERFUL COMBINATION THAT WAY.

WINSTON GREELY: THIS PROGRAM OF PUTTING HUNTERS IN THE MIDST OF ELK ON PRIVATE LAND IS PROVING SUCCESSFUL. IN THE LAST FEW YEARS, TODD’S ELK COORDINATION HAS AIDED IN DOUBLING THE ELK HARVEST FOR THIS AREA. 

TODD FORD: IF I HAD A TAG AND I HAD NEVER REALLY BEEN TO THE BEAR PAWS BEFORE, I THINK I WOULD DEFINITELY CALL ME.

WINSTON GREELY: WINSTON GREELY OUT AMONG MONTANA’S FISH, WILDLIFE AND PARKS. 

