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“EAGLE REBOUND”

DENNIS FLATH: THE SPECIES WAS LISTED. WE HAD TO DO SOMETHING. 

WINSTON GREELY:  DENNIS FLATH AND OTHERS SET OUT ALMOST 30 YEARS AGO TO RECOVER MONTANA’S VANISHING BALD EAGLE, THE AMAZING REBOUND SEEN TODAY IS ONE REASON THE BALD EAGLE IS BEING CONSIDERED FOR REMOVAL FROM THE ENDANGERED SPECIES ACT. 

DENNIS FLATH: WHEN WE STARTED SURVEYS IN 1980, WE HAD 25 BREEDING PAIRS IN MONTANA. WHEN I RETIRED IN 2001, WE HAD BROKEN 300. 

WINSTON GREELY: EVEN IF REMOVED FROM THE ENDANGERED SPECIES LIST, OTHER FEDERAL LAWS WILL CONTINUE TO PROVIDE PROTECTION FOR EAGLES, THEIR NESTS AND EGGS. MEANING NOT MUCH WILL CHANGE FOR STATE MANAGERS ON THE GROUND.

KRISTI DUBOIS: WHAT WE ARE LOOKING FORWARD TO DOING IN MONTANA IS TAKING A POSITIVE APPROACH. REALLY ENCOURAGING PEOPLE TO DO THE RIGHT THING FOR BALD EAGLES AND THERE IS A LOT OF INTEREST FOR THAT.

WINSTON GREELY: THIS ENCOURAGEMENT WILL INCLUDE INFORMING PEOPLE ON NESTING AND EAGLE BEHAVIOR, WHICH IS ALL PART OF A MANAGEMENT PLAN, WHOSE OTHER MAIN FOCUS IS CONSERVING HABITAT. 

KRISTI DUBOIS: THEY DEPEND SO HEAVILY ON OUR COTTONWOOD RIVER BOTTOMS, WHICH ARE ONE OF THE CRITICAL RESOURCES FOR BOTH NESTING HABITAT AND WINTER ROOSTING.

WINSTON GREELY: AS BALD EAGLE CONSERVATION CONTINUES INTO THE FUTURE, FOR THE MOMENT, FLATH CAN REJOICE IN THE FACT THAT EVERYONE NOW HAS THE OPPORTUNITY TO VIEW MONTANA’S BALD EAGLE.

DENNIS FLATH: I WANT TO SEE THAT EAGLE FLYING DOWN THE RIVER. I WANT TO SEE THAT EAGLE BRINGING A FISH BACK TO THAT NEST. AND IF MY GRANDKIDS CAN SEE THAT, WHICH BY THE WAY THEY ALREADY HAVE, THAT’S THE REWARD

WINSTON GREELY: WINSTON GREELY OUT AMONG MONTANA’S FISH, WILDLIFE AND PARKS.

