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8/05/10

“DOVE BANDING”

BRENT JAMISON: WELL I GUESS YOU GET TO TAKE YOUR PICK BETWEEN 30 MILE PER HOUR WINDS OR MOSQUITOS… I WILL TAKE THE WIND.

WINSTON GREELY: THIS U.S. FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE CREW IS BRAVING THE CHALLENGES OF SUMMERTIME FIELD WORK TO DO SOMETHING THAT HASN’T BEEN DONE IN MONTANA FOR MORE THAN 40 YEARS.
BRENT JAMISON: THIS MOURNING DOVE BANDING THAT WE ARE DOING HERE AT MEDICINE LAKE IS PART OF A NATION WIDE EFFORT TO GET BETTER INFORMATION ON HARVEST STATISTICS FOR MOURNING DOVES.
WINSTON GREELY: MOURNING DOVES ARE A COMMON SPECIES FOUND ACROSS THE UNITED STATES AND BECAUSE OF THIS THEY ARE ONE OF THE MOST POPULAR GAME BIRDS TO HUNT.
BRENT JAMISON: THERE ARE ABOUT 400 MILLION MOURNING DOVES IN NORTH AMERICA AND WE ESTIMATE A HARVEST RIGHT NOW OF ABOUT 20 MILLION, WHICH WE FEEL IS SUSTAINABLE.
WINSTON GREELY: RESEARCHERS ALSO TRY AND DETERMINE THE SEX AND AGE OF EACH BIRD, THIS INFORMATION ALONG WITH THE BAND NUMBER WILL BE SENT TO THE NATIONAL BIRD BANDING LAB WHICH WILL COMPILE THE DATA NATIONWIDE.
BRENT JAMISON: WHEN A BIRD THAT WE BAND IN MONTANA IS HARVESTED IN COLORADO OR EVEN FURTHER SOUTH ON THE WINTERING AREAS. WHEN THE HUNTER REPORTS THAT BAND TO THE BANDING LABORATORY THAT INFORMATION COMES FROM THAT CENTRAL DATABASE IT IS DISTRIBUTED TO THE HUNTER AND IT IS ALSO SENT BACK AS A REPORT TO THE BANDERS. 
WINSTON GREELY: WILDLIFE MANAGERS WILL THEN USE THIS INFORMATION TO SET APPROPRIATE MOURNING DOVE HARVEST LIMITS IN THE FUTURE.WINSTON GREELY OUT AMONG MONTANA’S FISH, WILDLIFE AND PARKS.

