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Mike Gurnett: Montana biologists began gathering data on elk herds and wolf packs in the Madison and Gallatin drainages soon after the wolf was reintroduced into Yellowstone.  

Mike Gurnett: (On Camera) And with the addition of the work that’s being done here today in the Upper Yellowstone’s Paradise Valley, the sample size will complete the coverage of the major Yellowstone elk and wolf populations that winter in Montana.

Ken Hamlin: One of the things we’d like to add to our information is

Ken Hamlin: (On Camera) the movements data and potential different segments of this Northern Yellowstone herd.  Some segments may be more heavily preyed on by wolves than others.  Some may be hunted more than others and some may not be hunted at all.

Dr. Tom Lemke: Hopefully

Dr. Tom Lemke: (On Camera) we will be lucky and we will be able to mark some resident elk and some migrant elk during the length of this study.  Portions of the wintering elk herd are considered resident elk verses the large number of migrant elk that move out from the Upper Lamar Valley and winter here.  Wolf densities in the Park are certainly much higher than wolf densities outside the Park.  This study is instrumental in directing our management of the Northern Yellowstone Elk in particular how we manage elk during the Gardiner late hunt. 

Mike Gurnett:  In you’re a financial manager, a personnel manager or a wildlife manager good information is important to sound decision making. And when you’re managing wildlife in an area where a top-tear predator like the wolf has been reintroduced, good scientific data is critical. This is Mike Gurnett, out among Montana’s fish, wildlife and parks. 

