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“DECADE IN REVIEW”

WINSTON GREELY:  AS WE LOOK BACK ON THE LAST 10 YEARS THERE HAS BEEN SOME GREAT SUCCESS STORIES AND SOME INTERESTING CHALLENGES; STARTING WITH THE BATTLE TO DEFEND MONTANA FROM FOREIGN AQUATIC INVADERS, AS WELL AS, PREVENTING WILDLIFE DISEASES FROM SPREADING. 

WILDLIFE MANAGERS BEGAN A NEW COMPREHENSIVE MANAGEMENT STRATEGY PUTTING MORE FOCUS ON MONTANA’S NON-GAME CRITTERS. MONTANA’S STRUGGLING SPECIES MADE IMPROVEMENTS THIS DECADE CULMINATING WITH THE DELISTING OF THE EAGLE AND WOLF, WHICH ALLOWED HUNTERS TO PARTICIPATE IN MONTANA’S FIRST LEGAL WOLF HUNT. THEY ALSO ONCE AGAIN GOT A CHANCE TO HUNT BISON. 

GETTING YOUR LICENSE GOT A LOT EASIER WITH THE INTRODUCTION OF THE AUTOMATIC LICENSING SYSTEM. THIS NEW SYSTEM HELPED WARDENS IN THEIR EFFORTS TO CRACK DOWN ON POACHING AND OTHER GAME VIOLATIONS. 

MONTANA SAW AN INCREASE IN RESTORATION PROJECTS ACROSS THE STATE WITH THE HIGHLIGHT BEING THE REMOVAL OF MILLTOWN DAM. THE BEGINNING OF THIS CENTURY MARKED A RISE IN RECREATIONAL ACTIVITY ON MONTANA’S WATERWAYS, AS FISH, WILDLIFE AND PARKS WORKED TO RESOLVE CONFLICTS AMONG A VARIETY OF USERS. 

THE FISH WORLD STUGGLED AT TIMES FROM THE EFFECTS OF DROUGHT, BUT ON THE UPSIDE MONTANA’S NATIVE FISH POPULATIONS SAW IMPROVEMENT. 

LAND ACQUISITIONS ACROSS THE STATE OPENED NEW DOORS TO RECREATIONISTS AND WILDLIFE, WITH NEW AREAS ON THE YELLOWSTONE AND MARIAS RIVERS, THE LEWIS AND CLARK THEMED STATE PARKS AT TOWER ROCK AND TRAVELERS REST AND BRUSH LAKE NORTHEASTERN MONTANA’S FIRST STATE PARK. 

THIS IS WINSTON GREELY WISHING YOU ANOTHER 10 GREAT YEARS OUT AMONG MONTANA’S FISH, WILDLIFE AND PARKS.

