FWP Outdoor Report Script

8/20/09

“DAMSELS & DRAGONS”

WINSTON GREELY:  A FEW YEARS AGO NATE KOHLER BECAME INTERESTED IN MONTANA’S DAMSEL AND DRAGON FLIES. 

NATE KOHLER: I STARTED PHOTOGRAPHING THEM AND OF COURSE, I WANTED TO KNOW WHAT THEY WERE. THE NEXT THING I KNOW I WAS BUYING BOOKS, CHECKING OUT RESOURCES, I JOINED THE DRAGONFLY SOCIETY OF AMERICA.

WINSTON GREELY:  ONCE HE STARTED LOOKING, HE REALIZED NOT MUCH WAS KNOWN SO HE SET OUT TO COLLECT MORE INFORMATION.

NATE KOHLER: I PRETTY MUCH TRIPLED THE MONTANA DATABASE LAST YEAR WITH THE SPREADSHEET THAT I SENT THEM, I PRETTY MUCH TRIPLED THEIR RECORDS.

WINSTON GREELY:  THERE ARE 31 SPECIES OF DAMSEL FLIES IN MONTANA, WHICH COMPARED TO DRAGONFLIES ARE USUALLY SMALLER AND HAVE WINGS THAT ARE HELD PARALLEL TO THEIR BODY WHILE AT REST. THE EYES OF A DAMSEL FLY ARE APART, COMPARED TO MOST DRAGONFLIES WHOSE EYES TOUCH. DRAGON FLIES IN GENERAL ARE LARGER AND WHEN AT REST WINGS ARE HELD AWAY AND PERPENDICULAR TO THE BODY; THERE ARE 54 SPECIES OF DRAGONFLIES IN MONTANA. 

NATE KOHLER: AND THAT’S THE TRICK FOR THOSE.

WINSTON GREELY:  AND THOUGH NATE HAS A UNIQUE PASSION FOR MONTANA’S DAMSEL AND DRAGON FLIES, HE HOPES OTHERS WILL BE INSPIRED TO START LOOKING FOR THESE BEAUTIFUL BUGS. WINSTON GREELY OUT AMONG MONTANA’S DAMSELS AND DRAGONS. 

