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Mike Gurnett:  Throughout Montana several stream restoration projects are underway and when the new streamside vegetation holds, the restored channels seem to blend right back into the landscape.  Once a stream-channel has been reconstructed

Mike Gurnett: (On Camera) botanists from the Montana Department of Natural Resources and Conservation begin their work, selecting the seeds and growing the plants best suited to survive an area’s soil and climatic conditions.

John Justin: Right now we’re growing one point one million seedlings annually

John Justin: (On Camera) about seven hundred and fifty thousand of those seedlings are grown in greenhouses in containers and the remainder are field-grown bare-root plants.

John Justin: Today our crew is lifting silver buffalo berry, it’s a native shrub, using a piece of equipment called a lifter to pull the seedlings out of the ground and then they sort and grade them.  We have a minimum height and a minimum stem diameter specification that they sort through.

John Justin: These are native willow seedings from about five different species.  They grew from seed.  The seed was collected up in the Silver Bow Creek area.  Currently some of our bigger projects are the restoration of Silver Bow Creek, the Milltown Dam removal site and the restoration of the river channels there.  We have our seedlings go all over the state for a wide variety of projects.  

Mike Gurnett: Along with landscape restoration the DNRC Nursery starts many of the plants being used in creating shelter-belts as a part of out new Upland Game Bird Enhancement Program.  This is Mike Gurnett, out among Montana’s fish, wildlife and parks.  

