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“CUTTHROAT DAM”

WINSTON GREELY:  THIS IS NOT YOUR AVERAGE CONSTRUCTION SITE. IT MAY LOOK NORMAL, BUT WHAT WORKERS ARE ACTUALLY BUILDING IS A BARRIER TO KEEP NON-NATIVE TROUT FROM INVADING ONE OF MONTANA’S MOST EASTERN POPULATIONS OF YELLOWSTONE CUTTHROAT TROUT.

DARIN WATSCHKE: KNOWING THAT THESE FISH HAVE BEEN HERE LOCALLY ADAPTING FOR THOUSANDS OF YEARS, THEY ARE REALLY IRREPLACEABLE ESCPECIALLY IN THIS UNIQUE DRAINAGE.

WINSTON GREELY: THIS UNIQUE DRAINAGE, HOWEVER, IS A MAJOR OBSTACLE TO CONSTRUCTION; ONE OF THE ONLY PLACES THE BARRIER COULD BE BUILT IS SEVEN HUNDRED FEET BELOW THE ROCKY CLIFFS OF CROOKED CREEK. 

DARIN WATSCHKE: WE THOUGHT HELICOPTERS WOULD BE THE ONLY WAY IT COULD BE ACCOMPLISHED.

WINSTON GREELY: BUT CONTRACTOR DEVIN BAIR HAD ANOTHER IDEA.

DEVIN BAIR: I JUST KNEW IT COULD BE DONE. 

WINSTON GREELY: TO TRANSFER MORE THAN 180, 000 LBS OF CONCRETE, EXCAVATORS AND OTHER CONSTRUCTION EQUIPMENT. DEVIN DEVISED A PULLEY SYSTEM THAT TRANSPORTS THE GEAR FROM THE TOP OF THE CANYON TO THE BOTTOM WITH ALMOST PRECISE CONTROL.

DEVIN BAIR: WE USUALLY STACK THEM ON TOP OF EACHOTHER.

WINSTON GREELY: EVEN WITH THIS UNIQUE CONSTRUCTION METHOD THE PRICE TAG STILL REQUIRED A JOINT EFFORT FROM STATE AND FEDERAL AGENCIES, INCLUDING MONTANA’S FUTURE FISHERIES. BUT WHEN ALL SAID AND DONE THIS BARRIER WILL HAVE AN INVALUABLE BENEFIT.

DARIN WATSCHKE: NOW THAT THEY CAN EXPAND FROM THEIR MILE AND A HALF UP IN THE HEADWATERS DOWN TO ANOTHER 7 ½ MILES OF STREAM. WE COULD SEE THE POPULATION GROW INTO THE THOUSANDS AND THAT IS GOING TO BE A REALLY UNIQUE, PRICELESS CONTRIBUTION.

WINSTON GREELY: WINSTON GREELY OUT AMONG MONTANA’S FISH, WILDLIFE AND PARKS. 

