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“CREATING A PARK”

WINSTON GREELY:  LATELY PARK MANAGERS HAVE BEEN SPENDING A LOT OF TIME WITH REALTORS AND LOOKING AT A LOT OF MAPS. THIS IS ALL PART OF A MISSION TO ACQUIRE NEW STATE PARKS AND FISHING ACESS SITES IN MONTANA.

JOE MAURIER: ANYTHING THAT SEEMS TO BE SOMETHING THAT WOULD BE WORTHWHILE LOOKING AT WE GET OUT THERE AND LOOK. 

WINSTON GREELY: REALIZING ACCESS IS A GROWING CONCERN WITH MONTANANS, THE 2007 STATE LEGISLATURE, AT THE REQUEST OF THE GOVERNOR, APPROPRIATED TEN MILLION DOLLARS TO PURCHASE FISHING ACCESS SITES AND NEW STATE PARKS. 

JOE MAURIER: THE BEST KIND OF STATE PARKS ARE THE ONES THAT PROVIDE THE MOST VARIETY OF RECREATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES POSSIBLE FROM HUNTING, FISHING, TO HIKING, CAMPING, BOATING YOU NAME IT. IF YOU CAN GET ALL THOSE IN A STATE PARK THEN YOU ARE REALLY DOING SOMETHING.

WINSTON GREELY: BUT THERE ARE CHALLENGES AROUND EVERY CORNER.

JOE MAURIER: THE ROAD COMING IN IS THE BIGGEST ISSUE I SEE SO FAR, IS ACCESS. 

WINSTON GREELY: AND THERE’S A SENSE OF URGENCY LAND PRICES ARE RISING AND SO TOO IS THE COMPETITION.

JOE MAURIER: WE HAVE TO BE A LITTLE STRATEGIC IN HOW WE MOVE FORWARD AND WE REALLY HAVE TO STRIKE FAST WHEN WE HAVE SOMETHING WE REALLY WANT, BECAUSE I’LL TELL YOU WHAT PEOPLE LOOK AT MONTANA AND THEY WANT A PIECE OF IT IF THEY CAN GET IT.

WINSTON GREELY: AND WHILE THE PROCESS CAN BE TEDIOUS, THE QUEST FOR THE NEXT PARK IS A HIGH PRIORITY. 

JOE MAURIER: I THINK OUR COMMITMENT IS STILL TO TRY TO GET THINGS OPEN AS FAST AS WE CAN FOR THE PUBLIC BECAUSE THAT’S WHAT THIS IS ALL ABOUT ACCESS FOR MONTANANS.

WINSTON GREELY: WINSTON GREELY OUT AMONG MONTANA’S FISH, WILDLIFE AND SOON TO BE NEW PARKS.

