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“COONEY BURBOT”

WINSTON GREELY:  COONEY RESEVOIR IS A DESTINATION FOR TROUT AND WALLEYE ANGLERS, BUT INCREASINGLY FISHERMEN ARE CATCHING BURBOT. AND WHILE MANAGERS HAVE KNOWN THEY EXIST IN THE LAKE THEY DON’T KNOW MUCH MORE, UNTILL NOW.

JEREMIAH WOOD:  WE ARE COLLECTING A LOT OF BASELINE INFORMATION TO USE IN FUTURE YEARS TO HOPEFULLY MAKE MANAGEMENT DECESIONS.

WINSTON GREELY:  FOR MOST OF THE YEAR THESE CREATURES OF THE NIGHT ARE NOT VERY ACTIVE IN THE DEPTHS OF THIS RESEVOIR, WHICH MAKES IT DIFFICULT FOR BIOLOGISTS TO CATCH THEM IN THEIR ANNUAL SURVEYS. SO THEY HAVE RESORTED TO OTHER MEANS.

JEREMIAH WOOD: RIGHT NOW WE ARE TWO WEEKS PAST THE LING SPAWN AND SO THESE FISH ARE COMING AROUND THE COLD WATERS, THEY ARE ACTIVE, THEY ARE MOVING ALONG THE SHORE AND THEY ARE FEEDING REALLY HEAVILY. SO THIS IS ONE OF OUR BEST OPTIONS IS BASICALLY HOOK AND LINE AND PUTTING OUT AS MANY LINES AS WE CAN. 

WINSTON GREELY: BECAUSE SO LITTLE IS KNOWN ABOUT COONEY’S BURBOT EVERY FISH CAUGHT IS CRITICAL FOR THE SURVEY. AND WHILE SOME OF THE CREW WAS SKEPTICAL ABOUT EVEN CATCHING A LING TONIGHT, FORTUNES SOON CHANGE. AS THE CREW WORKS THROUGH THE NIGHT TO LEARN MORE ABOUT THIS LAKES LING, THEY QUICKLY LEARN WHY THIS NATIVE FISH IS BECOMING A POPULAR TARGET FOR ANGLERS. WINSTON GREELY OUT AMONG MONTANA’S NATIVE FISH, WILDLIFE AND PARKS.

