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Mike Gurnett:  We record their songs, we paint and carve their image. When it comes to the art world, the common loon is just as charismatic as the grizzly bear.

Mike Gurnett: (On Camera) In Northwestern Montana, where grizzlies and loons coexist, as biologist study the life-history of the loon the more they’re finding them to be the grizzly bear of the bird world.

Gael Bissell: They’re long-lived, like the grizzly bear.  They’re very slow in terms of reproductive rate.

Gael Bissell: (On Camera) A grizzly bear typically breads at about six or seven years old and that is true with common loons.  It takes them five to seven years to find a mate, establish a territory and produce at least one chick.

Gael Bissell: The only way you can capture an adult loon is when they have chicks and the way we do this is going out after dark in a boat and we spotlight them with a very powerful light and that tends to keep the birds on the surface of the water.  Then we take a net and try to capture the bird as we approach them.  We found that through re-observation of our banded birds, they head back in October to the West Coast.

Gael Bissell: Well their body size is almost the size of a Canada goose, but their wing-span is much smaller, a wonderful design for catching fish.  We have signs at lakes where there is a lot of public use that tell people that loons are on the lake for just the period of time that they are actually on their nests.

Mike Gurnett: Over the last ten years Montana has had sixty-two breeding pairs which have fledged forty-one chicks each year. This is Mike Gurnett, out among Montana’s fish, wildlife and parks.  

