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MIKE GURNETT: southwestern Montana Game Wardens recently displayed the hides, heads and antlers gathered during an intensive investigation.  Most of the killing took place here, in the Cinnabar Basin.

MIKE GURNETT:  (On Camera) When wintering elk would migrate into this country, a local landowner would then; contact his clients, arrange for them to fly out here, poach a trophy bull elk and then leave.  No Licenses.  No special permits. 

MARK ANDERSON:  This case was initiated by a fellow that was a 

MARK ANDERSON: (On Camera) hunter and fisherman in Montana.  He was on an airplane with some individuals and became suspicious they were maybe hunting when they shouldn’t be.

CHAD MURPHY: The automated license system became a valuable tool.

CHAD MURPHY: (On Camera) We were able to determine that none of the individuals had any special permits and several of them didn’t have any licenses at all.

MARK ANDERSON: Because of the complexity of the case and nonresidents being involved, the Fish and Wildlife Service became a key player in this investigation. 

DOUG GOESSMAN: The Fish and Wildlife Service and the US Attorney’s Office 

DOUG GOESSMAN: (On Camera) take it all very seriously, the illegal commercialization of the wildlife resource.  The old days of the poacher getting across the state-line and he’s gone, those are done.

MARK ANDERSON: The Lacey Act makes it illegal to transport illegally taken wildlife across state borders.

MIKE GURNETT:  The individual considered to be at the hub of this poaching operation was recently sentenced in Federal Court.  He will spend the next year in Colorado’s Federal Prison, will pay $50,000.00 in fines and restitution and has lost the privilege to hunt and fish in Montana for the rest of his life. This is Mike Gurnett, out among Montana’s fish, wildlife and parks. 

