FWP Outdoor Report Script

10/21/10

“CHINOOK SALMON”

WINSTON GREELY: EVERY FALL A FISH CREW SETS OUT TO RECREATE NATURE.
HEATH HEADLEY: IF WE WANT TO KEEP THIS FISHERY GOING WE ARE GOING TO HAVE TO GO AHEAD AND PUT FORTH SOME TYPE OF EFFORT TO CONTINUE THIS FISHERY.
WINSTON GREELY: IN MONTANA, CHINOOK SALMON ARE ONLY FOUND IN FORT PECK LAKE. BUT BECAUSE THE LAKE DOESN’T PROVIDE SUITABLE SPAWNING GROUNDS, FISH CREWS COLLECT ADULT SALMON AND ARTIFICIALLY REPRODUCE THEM. A PROCESS WHILE NOT NATURAL, ITS’ OUT COME CAN GENERATE A LOT OF ANGLING INTEREST.
HEATH HEADLEY: YOU KNOW SOMETIMES WE GET JUST AS MANY CALLS ABOUT THE SALMON FISHERY AS THE WALLEYE FISHERY FOR FORT PECK. PEOPLE COME FROM WYOMING, NORTH DAKOTA, THE WESTERN PART OF MONTANA SO IT DEFINITELY DRAWS A CROWD.
WINSTON GREELY: THROUGH LAST DECADE’S DROUGHT SALMON NUMBERS DECLINED, BUT WITH THIS YEAR’S RECORD WATER LEVELS, BIOLOGISTS ARE EXPECTING A GREAT YEAR OF SALMON FISHING. 
HEATH HEADLEY: THE OTHER THING IS WE HAVE HAD SOME REALLY GOOD CISCO, THEIR PRIMARY FORAGE, THESE LAST 3 TO 4 YEARS SO ALL THE CONDITIONS ARE RIGHT FOR GROWING BIG HEALTHY FISH.
WINSTON GREELY: THIS SHOULD BE A BOOM FOR THE LOCAL ECONOMY AS WELL AS FOR ANGLERS LOOKING TO CATCH A UNIQUE POWERFUL FISH FOUND ONLY IN FORT PECK.
HEATH HEADLEY: THESE FISH ARE IN 3 TO 4 YEARS THEY’RE 15-20 POUNDS, I THINK IT IS SOMETHING EVERY ANGLER SHOULD TRY AND TAKE ADVANTAGE OF IF THEY GET A CHANCE AND IT IS RIGHT HERE IN MONTANA.
WINSTON GREELY: WINSTON GREELY OUT AMONG MONTANA’S FISH, WILDLIFE AND PARKS

