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Mike Gurnett:  “Best wishes for your Christmas is all you get from me, ‘cause I ain’t no Santa Claus, don’t own no Christmas tree.  But if wishes was health and money, I’d fill your buckskin poke. Your Doctor would go hungry and you never would be broke.”  Charles M. Russell, 1914.

Mike Gurnett: (On Camera) As the Holidays approached, Russell would hold-up here in his studio.  He’d put his major paintings and bronze work aside and take the time to create unique holiday greetings, letting family and friends know how important they and Montana were to him.

Bruce Anfinson: (On Camera)(MUSIC LYRICS) Wishin’ you a Charlie Russell Christmas,

With Friends and Family near. In the wildness of Montana We’ll find our festive cheer. The

Coyotes sing the carols and the otters bring the feast.  Bull elk will break the trail through drifts, Snowy watches the beasts.  And the moose are browsing willows and the bucks are holdin’ court.  While the geese sail ‘cross Montana sky ermine watch the fort.

Bruce Anfinson: There’s a rancher checkin’ cattle, the family’s his right hand. Teachin’ real cowboyin’, They’ll be ridin’ for the brand.  Holidays are for reflectin’, sharin’ joy and havin’ fun.  But when your in the ranchin’ business There’s work that’s got to be done.

Bruce Anfinson: So have a Charlie Russell Christmas, Be thankful for the year.  And with his words of wisdom, the meaning sure runs clear.


Mike Gurnett: “A gift may look small and worthless Though if wrapped with love and tied, Then it’s the wrapping that has the value, not the money-bought thing inside.”  So in the spirit of Charlie Russell, minus the whiskey bottle, from Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks along with musician Bruce Anfinson, I’m Mike Gurnett, Happy Holidays and take care. Ok Digger, let’s go home.

