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“CAVE LIGHTS”

FRANK FLORENTINE: OK, TURN IT ON.

WINSTON GREELY: FRANK FLORENTINE HAS ONE OF THE MOST UNUSUAL JOBS. 

FRANK FLORENTINE: THE THING ABOUT THE CAVE I LIKE TO SAY IS IT’S ALL SYMETRICAL AND YET IT IS ALL IRREGULAR BECAUSE MOTHER NATURE MADE IT SO IF YOU LOOK AT THINGS, THINGS ARE BALANCED AND WHAT WE ARE TRYING TO DO IS BRING OUT THE DEPTH AND THE BREADTH OF EACH PIECE WE SEE. AND THAT’S JUST A QUESTION OF GOOD LIGHTING DESIGN.

WINSTON GREELY: FRANK IS A CAVE LIGHTING DESIGNER, WHO FISH, WILDLIFE AND PARKS has HIRED TO HELP RE-LIGHT THE LEWIS AND CLARK CAVERNS. 

LYNETTE KEMP: the lights were put in by the conservation corp in 1939. FOR SAFETY REASONS WE WANTED TO REWIRE THE CAVE. AND WITH THE NEW TECHNOLOGY, WE CAN PUT LIGHTS IN HERE AND WE ARE ABLE TO SEE THE COLORS OF THE CAVE AND WHAT THEY REALLY LOOK LIKE.

WINSTON GREELY: THOUGH THE PLAN EVENTUALLY CALLS FOR LIGHTING THE ENTIRE CAVERNS FOR now THEY ARE JUST DOING THE LAST ROOM, BUT THAT still presents a challenge. 

FRANK FLORENTINE: WE HAVE ANOTHER WIRING PROBLEM, LYNETTE.

WINSTON GREELY: the unique nature of this work is evident. 

FRANK FLORENTINE: AND WHY ISN’T ANYTHING MOVING.

WINSTON GREELY: and to add to that.

FRANK FLORENTINE: DID YOU TURN OFF THE POWER?

WINSTON GREELY: the park is opening in just a few days. 

FRANK FLORENTINE: THEY ARE STILL POPPING UP AND NOT FADING UP. 

WINSTON GREELY: BUT the cave lighting designer soon sees PROGRESS

FRANK FLORENTINE: watch SEE HOW it fadeS up AND that is what we are trying to do.

WINSTON GREELY: and IT BECOMES CLEAR THAT even for VISITORS who have seen the caverns before will NOW have an entirely new perspective. winston greely out among montana’s fish, wildlife and parks.

