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“CASH WALLEYES”

WINSTON GREELY: WALLEYE ANGLERS NOW HAVE A LITTLE EXTRA INCENTIVE TO GO FISHING ON CANYON FERRY RESERVOIR. 

ERIC ROBERTS: THE IDEA WAS TO MAKE THE TAG WORTH ENOUGH MONEY TO GET A 100 PERCENT COMPLIANCE RATE.

WINSTON GREELY: FOR YEARS BIOLOGISTS HAVE USED TAGGED FISH TO GET AN IDEA OF ANGLER HARVEST, BUT THIS YEAR SOME OF THE TAGS WILL BE WORTH 75 DOLLARS. 

ERIC ROBERTS: WITH THE $75 DOLLAR REWARD TAGS WE ARE PRETTY CONFIDENT THAT SOMEONE WILL SEE THE REWARD TAG AND REMEMBER TO SEND THAT TAG INTO US SO WE HAVE THAT INFORMATION FROM THEM. AND WITH THAT INFORMATION WE CAN FIGURE OUT MORE PRECISELY HOW MANY WALLEYES PEOPLE ARE CATCHING AND HARVESTING AND TAKING OUT OF THE LAKE.  

WINSTON GREELY (ON CAMERA): TO COLLECT THE REWARD YOU CAN KEEP OR RELEASE THE FISH, JUST CLIP OFF THE ORANGE REWARD TAG AND MAKE A NOTE OF THE DATE, LENGTH AND ROUGH LOCATION OF THE CATCH. THIS DATA WILL BE USED IN A LARGER STUDY LOOKING AT THE FISHERY AS A WHOLE. 

ERIC ROBERTS: THIS POPULATION DATA WILL TIE INTO THE OTHER BIO-ENERGETIC STUFF TO LOOK AT HOW THE WALLEYE INTERACT WITH THE PERCH, RAINBOWS, SUCKERS AND ALL THE OTHER SPECIES OUT HERE. 

WINSTON GREELY: AND WHILE ANGLERS PROBABLY WON’T GET RICH OFF THEIR HARVEST, THEIR INFORMATION IS A KEY COMPONENT IN THE FUTURE OF THIS FISHERY. 

ERIC ROBERTS: THE MORE INFORMATION WE GET BACK FROM ANGLERS THE MORE ACCURATE OUR MODEL WILL BE AND THE BETTER OUR PREDICTIONS WILL BE LOOKING DOWN THE ROAD INTO THE FUTURE. 

WINSTON GREELY: winston greely out among montana’s fish, wildlife and parks.

