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“BURBOT”

WINSTON GREELY:  TALK ABOUT A FISH WITH AN IDENTITY CRISIS, THEY GO BY THE NAME OF LING, EELPOUT, CUSK, FRESHWATER COD, MUD SHARK, GUDGEON, MUD BLOWER, LUSH, SKIN LING, MARIA, METHY AND LAWYER, WHICH DATES BACK ALMOST 2 CENTURIES, BUT MOST PEOPLE KNOW THEM BY THE NAME OF BURBOT.  WITH SO MANY DIFFERENT NICKNAMES, ONE WOULD THINK WE WOULD KNOW MORE ABOUT THIS NATIVE MONTANA FISH. 

TRAVIS HORTON: WE DON’T REALLY KNOW MUCH ABOUT THEIR DISTRIBUTION, ABUNDANCE OR SIZE STRUCTURE AND THOSE SORTS OF THINGS. AND THAT WAS THE REASON FOR GETTING THE STUDY GOING.

WINSTON GREELY: TRAVIS HORTON AND OTHER RESEARCHERS ARE WRAPPING UP A TWO YEAR STUDY OF BURBOT IN AN UNLIKELY PLACE, THE MISSOURI RIVER BETWEEN HELENA AND GREAT FALLS. 

TRAVIS HORTON: THIS TROUT FISHEREY IS CERTAINLY ONE OF THE MORE PREMIER FISHERIES IN THE AREA, BUT THERE IS A LOT OF OTHER STUFF AROUND TO LEARN SOMETHING OF.

WINSTON GREELY: TO GET AN IDEA OF THIS OTHER FISH. BIOLOGISTS SET OUT A VARIETY OF NETS ARMED WITH BAIT, AFTER A COUPLE OF DAYS THEY PULL THE TRAPS. IF SUCCESSFUL, THEY MEASURE, WEIGH AND INSERT A RADIO TAG INTO THE BURBOT. THIS IS ALL PART OF A BROADER PLAN TO EXPAND THE KNOWLEDGE ON SOME OF MONTANA’S LESSER-KNOWN SPECIES. 

TRAVIS HORTON: THIS AT LEAST GIVES US THE IDEA THAT THIS FISH IS THRIVING HERE IN THE RIVER AND IT IS COEXISTING WELL WITH THE NON-NATIVES THAT ARE SO DOMINANT OUT HERE AND SO IMPORTANT FOR ANGLING AND RECREATION.

WINSTON GREELY: SO IF ONE DAY YOU CATCH THIS RIVER FISH, GO AHEAD AND CALL IT WHATEVER NAME YOU LIKE. WINSTON GREELY OUT AMONG MONTANA’S NATIVE FISH, WILDLIFE AND PARKS.

