FWP Outdoor Report Script

10/06/05

“BRUSH LAKE”

WINSTON GREELY: MEET WOODY BAXTER…WOODY IS THE STATE PARK MANAGER FOR A REGION THAT EXTENDS FROM HAVRE TO NORTH DAKOTA. THERE’S JUST ONE PROBLEM, WOODY DOES NOT HAVE A STATE PARK TO MANAGE.

DOUG MONGER: YEA IT’S ALWAYS AMAZING, “THEY SAY WHO’S YOUR PARK MANAGER UP IN NORTHEASTERN MONTANA?” WELL IT’S WOODY BAXTER, GREAT GUY, WELL HE DOESN’T HAVE ANY PARKS. NO, HE DOESN’T, BUT PART OF HIS ASSIGNMENT GOING UP THERE WAS TO FIND A LOCATION FOR A STATE PARK IN NORTHEASTERN MONTANA.

WINSTON GREELY: WOODY PUT TOGETHER A COMMUNITY SEARCH COMMITTEE THAT LOOKED AT NUMEROUS SITES THROUGHOUT THIS VAST REGION. THEIR SEARCH EVENTUALLY SETTLED ON THE COOL TURQUOISE WATERS OF BRUSH LAKE. 

WOODY BAXTER: AS A LOCAL WATER BASED PARK, I SEE IT BEING USED BY LOCALS AND BY LOCALS I’M TALKING ABOUT TOWNS LIKE PLENTYWOOD AND CULBERTSON.

WINSTON GREELY: MONTANA’S 50TH STATE PARK IS LOCATED A STONES THROW AWAY FROM CANADA AND NORTH DAKOTA. IT IS BY FAR MONTANA’S MOST NORTHERN AND EASTERN STATE PARK YET. 

WOODY BAXTER: LIKE I SAY IT’S THE EQUITABILITY QUESTION THAT THESE PEOPLE UP HERE DESERVE A PARK. AND AS YOU CAN SEE, IT IS A VERY CREDIBLE LOOKING PLACE. 

WINSTON GREELY: THIS OASIS ON THE PRAIRIE COULD PROVIDE AN ECONOMIC BOOST FOR THESE NORTHEASTERN COMMUNITIES, BUT MORE IMPORTANTLY, IT WILL HELP REKINDLE THE COMMUNITY SPIRIT. 

WOODY BAXTER: TRADITIONALLY FARMERS WOULD WORK ALL DAY IN THEIR FIELDS AND THEN COME DOWN HERE WITH THEIR FAMILIES AND I SEE THAT CONTINUING NOW, ONCE AGAIN, BEING THAT WE HAVE LEGAL AND SAFE ACCESS DOWN HERE. I SEE THE TRADITION TO BE CONTINUED THAT’S KIND OF BEEN LOST THE LAST FEW YEARS. 

WINSTON GREELY: A NEW TRADITION WILL ALSO BEGIN FOR WOODY, MANAGING A STATE PARK. WINSTON GREELY OUT AMONG MONTANA’S FISH, WILDLIFE AND THE NEW STATE PARK. 

