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Mike Gurnett: Brucellosis is a bacterial disease that can cause abortions in cattle and wild ungulates like bison and elk. 

Mike Gurnett: (On Camera) Recent outbreaks of brucellosis in two Montana cattle herds, with the disease most likely originating from wild elk in the Greater Yellowstone Area, have caused Montana to loose our brucellosis class free status. 

Marty Zaluski: Producers that want to sell cattle out-of-state will need to have brucellosis testing done, typically at their expense.

Marty Zaluski: (On Camera) In the next twelve months alone we are expecting that testing costs and vaccination costs will equal several million dollars. 

Quentin Kujula: There is a place that we are asking the hunting community

Quentin Kujula: (On Camera) To get involved to help us better understand the geographic distribution of the disease within elk with the focus on the Greater Yellowstone area.  Those hunters that currently hold an anterless elk permit, they will be sent a test kit.  Additionally, we will be making kits available to landowners to hand out kits as and if they allow access.

Marty Zaluski: If these ranchers are not able to stay in business they will raise subdivisions and sportsmen loose access to wildlife habitat

Quentin Kujula: We’d like to stress to the hunting community that this is an opportunity to become directly involved to make sure that the things that make Montana Montana stay in place. 

Mike Gurnett:  Thirty five percent of the elk harvested in Montana come from private lands.  And so hunters gathering these blood samples is important work because make no mistake, we’re in this brucellosis battle together. This is Mike Gurnett, out among Montana’s fish, wildlife and parks.  

