           MONTANA FISH, WILDLIFE & PARKS_____

OUTDOOR REPORT

CLOSED CAPTION TEXT

“Broadwater Rod & Gun Club”

June 26, 2008

Mike Gurnett: When this equipment was new, the thing to do was to belong to the local sportsman’s club. 

Mike Gurnett: (On Camera) But we got cars, and we got televisions, and we got busy, and membership in the local rod and gun clubs dramatically declined.  But in Broadwater County there’s a new interest in bringing back some old-time traditions.

Virgil Binkley: Oh we have a great time.  For the  past nine years we have what we call our annual fundraiser.  It’s getting to be a real social event.

Virgil Binkley: (On Camera) Our membership is good.  We have three hundred and four members at the moment.  We had twelve when I started and the proceeds from that supports some of our youth activities.

Jessie Lavender: I started shooting at the Canton Range for air rifle.

Jessie Lavender: (On Camera) And then I thought, well I think I might want to bring that outside so I started shooting for shotgun.  I feel like I’m succeeding in the world, doing something that makes me happy. It helps with your focus, your concentration, you know calming down before you shoot. It also gives you confidence to be out here with your trainers, too.

Virgil Binkley:  Well it makes a lot of us old-timers feel pretty good because the effort we put in is starting to bear fruit and its amazing to watch some of these young people come in with no skill at all and become quite good in a very short period of time.

Mike Gurnett:  This new found interest in the old time rod and gun clubs seems to be providing an opportunity for people to better enjoy their community and helping them find time to help some kids. This is Mike Gurnett, out among Montana’s fish, wildlife and parks.  

