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Mike Gurnett: Record temperatures and soaring sales in all kinds of motorized watercraft have made Montana’s lakes and reservoirs a popular destination for summer recreation 

Mike Gurnett: (On Camera) Everyone who backs down a boat launch is looking forward to a little fun and relaxation, but with this kind of speed and congestion---things can go wrong---pretty fast.

Rex Pfister: I decided I needed to move that float tube from the front of the boat to the back,

Rex Pfister: (On Camera) but I think I turned the boat when I moved the tube because I wasn’t headed toward the bridge when I started and I was when I was done.

Dave Loewen: There’s distractions in the boats, there’s activity on the shoreline,

Dave Loewen: (On Camera) which can cause the driver to look over and pay attention to that instead of where he’s going.  People are towing skiers so maybe the driver is paling attention to a skier or his tuber.  Boats don’t operate like a motor vehicle. They don’t stop suddenly.  They don’t have breaks and the can’t slow down quickly.

Ron Jendro: Boats can come from any direction.

Ron Jendro: (On Camera) There’s no lines on the water, no intersections out there so  you have to be paying a lot more attention and a lot of times, when you’re not paying attention things can happen in a very short time and get yourself into trouble.

Rex Pfister: You can’t be looking around, doing other stuff because you may have another boat coming at you, you are going twice the speed of what you think you are going.  That would have been that much worse.

Mike Gurnett: These boating safety recommendations are in place so that when you return to the dock the only regret you have is that the day is over. This is Mike Gurnett, out among Montana’s fish, wildlife and parks. 

