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“BLUETONGUE”

WINSTON GREELY:  LAST FALL WILDLIFE BIOLOGIST JAY NEWELL BEGAN RECEIVING SOME ALARMING PHONE CALLS.

JAY NEWELL:  THE HUNTERS WERE CONCERNED BECAUSE OF THE NUMBER OF ANTELOPE THEY WERE FINDING DEAD. THE LANDOWNERS OF COURSE WERE CONCERNED BECAUSE THEY WERE WORRIED ABOUT THE IMPACTS TO LIVESTOCK.

WINSTON GREELY: IN HIS INVESTIGATION JAY FOUND HUNDREDS OF DEAD ANTELOPE, WHITETAIL DEER AND MULE DEER, SO HE TOOK SOME TISSUE SAMPLES AND SENT THEM TO NEIL ANDERSON AT THE WILDLIFE LAB IN BOZEMAN. 

NEIL ANDERSON: EVERYTHING WE TESTED CAME BACK POSITIVE FOR BLUE TONGUE 17. 

WINSTON GREELY:  BLUETONGUE IS A DISEASE SPREAD BY A BITING MIDGE THAT WHEN IT INFECTS AN ANIMAL CAN CAUSE INTERNAL BLEEDING WHICH CAN LEAD TO A QUICK DEATH. WHILE THIS IS THE FIRST DOCUMENTED CASE IN MONTANA’S WILDLIFE, THE AGRICULTURAL COMMUNITY HAS WORRIED ABOUT IT FOR SOME TIME. 

NEIL ANDERSON: THIS IS SOMETHING THAT OCCURS IN BOTH THE DOMESTICS AND THE WILDLIFE POPULATIONS AT THE SAME TIME.

WINSTON GREELY:  THIS DISEASE’S IMPACTS HAVE BROADER IMPLICATIONS.

JAY NEWELL:  YOU ARE LOOKING AT LOSING IN SOME AREAS 30 TO 50 PERCENT OF YOUR POPULATION IT COULD HAVE AN AFFECT ON HUNTING, THERE IS SOME PRETTY BROAD SWEEPING EFFECTS IT CAN HAVE ON MONTANA’S WILDLIFE IN GENERAL.

WINSTON GREELY:  WHILE THERE IS NO EVIDENCE THIS DISEASE CAN BE TRANSMITTED TO HUMANS, ERADICATING IT FROM THE WILD WOULD BE EXTREMELY DIFFICULT.

NEIL ANDERSON: WE JUST NEED TO REMAIN VIGILANT AND TRY TO DO WHAT WE CAN TO DOCUMENT IT AND AS FAR AS THE DOMESTICS ARE CONCERNED MITIGATE FOR THOSE DISEASES.

WINSTON GREELY: WINSTON GREELY OUT AMONG MONTANA’S FISH, WILDLIFE, AND PARKS. 

