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Mike Gurnett: Over the past 20 years there have been a lot of changes to the Blackfoot River drainage.  In the 1980’s

Mike Gurnett: (On Camera) the Blackfoot River fishery was in trouble and that’s when the people who liver here, work here and recreate here got together to start talking about things they could do, and then how to get those things done.

Paul Roos: Well we knew that the fishery was in decline and it had actually tanked. It was terrible, but we didn’t know why. 

Paul Roos: (On Camera) What we all learned together was that the river had lost, primarily had lost its live blood.  The tributaries were what was sick.  A good example is Nevada Spring Creek.  That spring creek was at places 96 feet wide and a we’re putting it back to what nature would have had it and probably did have it at one time from 6 to 8 feet and in some cases narrower than that. 

Ron Pierce: Well the involvement of Trout Unlimited has been absolutely essential,

Ron Pierce: (On Camera) a cross section of the stakeholders.  They’re the ranchers the storeowners, they deal with project development. They help fund our monitoring programs and dealing with a large component of the social necessary for restoration.  

Ron Pierce: This river would not be in the state it is right now without the Blackfoot Chapter of Trout Unlimited, certainly!


Mike Gurnett: Over the past 20 years the Blackfoot Chapter of Trout Unlimited has been widely recognized as a leader in river conservation projects.  But also for their kind of down-home community approach for getting things done. This is Mike Gurnett, out among Montana’s fish, wildlife and parks.  

