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MIKE GURNETT:  Bison. They are a magnificent animal.

MIKE GURNETT: (On Camera) Historically they were the life-blood of nations and this fall in Montana a limited number of hunters will once again have an opportunity to harvest one of these animals.

MELISSA FROST: Bison in Yellowstone National Park are doing very well as a population and as a consequence,

MELISSA FROST: (On Camera) they leave in search of forage in the winter.  When they do that it creates an opportunity for sportsmen and women to hunt bison in Montana, something that they haven’t done in many years. 

MELISSA FROST: The hunt 15 years ago was conducted across a very limited area.  Wardens would accompany a hunter into the field and would point to a particular bison and say that is your bison to harvest.  We have an expanded area approximately 460,000 acres although bison typically in the winter will use only about 60,000 of those acres.

MIKE GURNETT: And there are big differences in the habitat.  Many of the past hunts took place immediately North of Yellowstone Park in the wide-open sagebrush rolling hills of the Eagle Creek drainage.  But now, this type of ground cover, security and forage base is available to the bison.

MELISSA FROST: Hunters will be given an opportunity to hunt in a more traditional way.  They will be given a map of the hunt area, making their own decisions about which bison they want to harvest and where they want to do that. 

MIKE GURNETT:  Returning bison to a viable big game species in Montana poses some significant challenges.  This hunt is an important first step in the long-term conservation of the species.  This is Mike Gurnett, out among Montana’s fish, wildlife and parks.

