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“BIRDERS”

GREELY: THERE ARE MORE THAN 800 BIRD SPECIES WITHIN THE UNITED STATES. MONTANA HAS HALF OF THEM. THIS ABUNDANCE IS A MAJOR REASON WHY MONTANA IS BECOMING A PRIME DESTINATION FOR BIRDERS.

MARTINKA: THERE IS AN EXCESS OF PROBABLY 400 SPECIES OF BIRDS THAT HAVE BEEN SEEN IN MONTANA. YOU KNOW IF YOU GO OUT A COUPLE OF TIMES A WEEK DURING THE YEAR YOU CAN PROBABLY SEE 200, 220, 230 SPECIES A YEAR.

GRIFFING: I GET REALLY EXCITED WHEN I SEE EVEN A BIRD I’VE SEEN MANY TIMES BEFORE. I THINK WHAT IT IS, IS THEY ARE JUST SO BEAUTIFUL AND THE HABITAT THEY ARE IN IS SO BEAUTIFUL.

GREELY: BIRD WATCHING IS BECOMING A BENEFIT TO MONTANA’S ECONOMY. LIKE HERE AT FREEZE OUT LAKE, WHERE THE ANNUAL BIRD MIGRATIONS ADD ADDITIONAL INCOME FOR THE SURROUNDING COMMUNITIES.

MARTINKA: THERE ARE PLACES UP ALONG THE ROCKY MOUNTAIN FRONT AND PARTICULARLY IN THE NORTHEASTERN CORNER OF THE STATE WHERE THERE IS SOME REALLY UNIQUE BIRDS AND BIRDING OPPORTUNITIES THAT WE THINK THE DEVELOPMENT OF A BIRDING TRAIL THAT WOULD INCLUDE THESE AREAS WOULD BE A REAL BOOM. WHERE THERE IS AN ECONOMIC BENEFIT FOR IT.

GREELY: BIRD WATCHING IS A FAIRLY EASY AND INEXPENSIVE ACTIVITY TO PICK UP. AND FOR MANY, A FEW HOURS IN THE FIELD WILL TURN A COMMON BIRD INTO A UNIQUE SPECIES.

GRIFFING: I GET A RUSH WHENEVER I SEE EVEN JUST A LITTLE CHICKADEE, BECAUSE THEY ARE SO SMART, SO FUNNY AND THEY ARE SO ENTERTAINING. YOU WILL ALWAYS BE SURPRISED BY WHAT YOU SEE AND IT IS ALWAYS A REWARDING EXPERIENCE.

GREELY: WINSTON GREELY OUT AMONG MONTANA’S FISH, WILDLIFE AND PARKS.
