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“BIRD COORDINATOR”

WINSTON GREELY: IT’S THE SOUND THAT LET’S US KNOW THAT SPRING IS FINALLY HERE AND IT’S THE SIGHT THAT HAS BECOME ONE OF MONTANA’S MOST POPULAR OUTDOOR ACTIVITIES. BIRD WATCHING.
CATHERINE WIGHTMAN: IT’S BECOMING MUCH MORE OF AN INTEREST FOR PEOPLE TO GET CONNECTED TO THEIR LANDSCAPE AND I THINK THAT BIRDS IS ONE WAY THAT PEOPLE CAN CONNECT TO THE WORLD AROUND US.
WINSTON GREELY: MEET CATHERINE WIGHTMAN MONTANA’S NEW STATE WIDE NON GAME BIRD COORDINATOR. CATHERINE WAS HIRED TO HELP GET A BETTER IDEA OF HOW MONTANA’S BIRDS ARE DOING. 
CATHERINE WIGHTMAN: AND THAT’S REALLY WHAT MY JOB IS ABOUT KEEPING COMMON BIRDS COMMON. AND WE ARE TRYING TO TAKE A MORE PROACTIVE APPROACH AT THIS POINT AND THINK OF HOW WE CAN MAINTAIN AND ENHANCE WHAT WE ALREADY HAVE. 

WINSTON GREELY: ACCORDING TO A RECENT SURVEY MONTANA HAS A HIGHER PERCENTAGE OF RESIDENT BIRD WATCHERS THEN ANY OTHER STATE IN THE COUNTRY. AND MORE THAN A QUARTER OF A BILLION DOLLARS IS SPENT IN THE STATE ON WILDLIFE WATCHING. TWO REASONS THAT WIGHTMAN HOPES THAT MORE PEOPLE WILL GET INVOLVED WITH MONTANA’S BIRD CONSERVATION.
CATHERINE WIGHTMAN: THERE IS A LOT OF THINGS THAT PEOPLE CAN DO NOW, WE HAVE A COUPLE OF CITIZEN SCIENCE MONITORING PROJECTS AROUND THE STATE. PRIVATE LANDOWNERS CAN IMPLEMENT CONSERVATION MEASURES, CONTRIBUTE TO NON-GAME CHECK OFF. THIS IS A GREAT TIME FOR PEOPLE TO GET EXCITED ABOUT THE GREAT STATE WE LIVE IN AND THERE IS A LOT WE CAN DO TO CONSERVE.
WINSTON GREELY: WINSTON GREELY OUT AMONG MONTANA’S FISH, WILDLIFE AND PARKS.

