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“bighorn problem”

KEN FRAZER: THIS IS THE BIGHORN RIVER RIGHT NOW.

WINSTON GREELY: FISHERY BIOLOGIST KEN FRAZER HAS sEEN THE HIGHS AND LOWS OF MONTANA’S DROUGHT ON THE BIGHORN RIVER. 

KEN FRAZER: WE SHOULD BE IN THE PEAK OF RUNOFF RIGHT NOW, BUT WE ARE AT THE BOTTOM. 

WINSTON GREELY: IT BEGAN A FEW YEARS AGO WHEN DROUGHT FORCED THE BUREAU OF RECLAMATION TO RELEASE LESS WATER FROM THE YELLOWTAIL DAM INTO THE RIVER. AS A RESULT, THESE RECORD LOW FLOWS HAD A BIG IMPACT ON THE RIVERS WORLD RENOWNED TROUT FISHERY.

KEN FRAZER: the numbers were dropping rapidly FROM 7000 FISH PER MILE TO 1000 FISH PER MILE.

WINSTON GREELY: A WET SPRING IN 2005 PROVIDED A BRIEF rELIEF FROM THIS LOW WATER PERIOD. 

KEN FRAZER: AND that GAVE all of these fish A CHANCE to rebound. 

Winston Greely: WATER LEVELS NOW HAVE RETURNED TO THOSE RECORD LOWS SEEN AT THE BEGINNING OF THIS DROUGHT, BUT THERE WAS HOPE THIS SPRING WHEN THE BUREAU OF RECLAMATION ANNOUNCED THEY WOULD INCREASE THE RIVERS FLOW.

KEN FRAZER: I THINK WE COULD HAVE HAD ENOUGH WATER TO WORK WITH THE RAINBOW SPAWN AND STILL HAVE ENOUGH WATER TO FILL THE RESEVOIR.

WINSTON GREELY: BUT THE BUREAU DECIDED TO REVERSE THAT PLAN AND HOLD BACK WATER, WHICH REDUCED FLOWS.

KEN FRAZER: it appears to be a change in management to try and fill the reservoir sooner in the spring and maintain higher water levels in the reservoir through the summer at the expense of the fishery down here. 

WINSTON GREELY: AND WITH THIS YEARS RAINBOW SPAWN WINDING DOWN in low water the highs and lows look to continue for frazer and the bighorn river. WINSTON GREELY OUT AMONG MONTANA’S FISH, WILDLIFE AND PARKS.

