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“BIG SPRINGS IS BACK”

JANUARY 12, 2006

MIKE GURNETT: Good things are happening once again at Lewistown’s Big Springs Trout Hatchery.

MIKE GURNETT:  (On Camera) After the devastating discovery of PCB’s in fish, the subsequent destruction of nearly three quarters of a million trout and the refurbishing on these raceway’s Montana’s largest cold-water fish production facility is back on-line. 

JACK BOYCE: Quite frankly,  

JACK BOYCE: (On Camera) we are real happy to be back in business, back producing fish.  By the fall of 2003 we knew for a fact that our paint contained PCB’s and that’s really when things changed.  We coordinated with EPA and our Department and we hired an environmental consulting firm and they came in and removed all this paint and then we’ve encapsulated these raceways after and so now we are back in operation.

JACK BOYCE: In anticipation of completing this project we started a bunch of Spring eggs so that once this was handed to us now we could place about a half a million fish down here for the winter.  In the meantime this last month or so we’ve been receiving eggs, Arlee Eggs from Arlee, Montana and brown trout.  We’re going to have a lot of fish here, about a million and a half.  We are shooting for a historical level of fish production this year, this coming year so we’re pretty excited about that.

MIKE GURNETT: And next spring eight-inch rainbow trout will once again be planted from this facility into some of Montana’s most popular lakes and reservoirs.  This is Mike Gurnett, out among Montana’s fish, wildlife and parks.

