FWP Outdoor Report Script

11/17/05

“BEETLE CLEANING”

WINSTON GREELY: THEY’RE CRUNCHY, THEY’RE STINKY AND HAVE AN INSATIABLE APPETITE FOR FLESH. 

GARY HAAS: IT’S A DIRTY SMELLY BUSINESS.

WINSTON GREELY: FOR MORE THAN 13 YEARS GARY HASS HAS BEEN USING DERMESTID BEETLES TO CLEAN THE SKULLS AND BONES OF A VARIETY OF ANIMALS.

GARY HAAS: THEY REALLY LIKE MUSKRAT, LIKE ANTELOPE, SOME BEARS, SNAKES, THEY SEEM TO LIKE WHITE TAIL OVER MULE DEER. THEY EAT EMU AND OSTRICH REALLY FAST.

WINSTON GREELY: IN FACT THERE’S NOT MUCH THESE BEETLES WON’T EAT.

GARY HAAS: THEY ALSO EAT WOOD, DRYWALL, LINOLEUM, CARPET, PAPER, PAINT, PLASTIC, SILICON, AND UNBELIEVABLE ENOUGH THEY LIKE RHINO LINING.

WINSTON GREELY: CONTAINING HIS COLONY OF TWENTY MILLION BEETLES IN A NON-EDIBLE STAINLESS STEEL FORTRESS, HASS IS GRATEFUL THESE BEETLES ARE ALSO CANNIBALISTIC OTHERWISE, THERE WOULD BE A NEW BEETLE INVASION. 

GARY HAAS: 75% OF THE COLONY IS FEMALE, SO THAT MEANS THERE’S 15 MILLION FEMALES AND EACH FEMALE CAN LAY UPWARDS OF 10,000 EGGS IN A LIFECYCLE. SO, WHAT’S 15 MILLION TIMES10, 000? IT’S A GOOD THING THAT ONLY A VERY, VERY SMALL PERCENTAGE OF THE LARVA THAT HATCH SURVIVE.

WINSTON GREELY: THOSE WHO DO MAKE IT CAN CLEAN AN ENTIRE DEER SKULL IN SIX HOURS AND AN ELK IN EIGHT.

GARY HAAS:  I CAN DO ABOUT 100-120 SKULLS A WEEK WE HAVE HARNESSED MOTHER NATURE HERE.

WINSTON GREELY (ON CAMERA): THIS ALL-NATURAL PRESERVING PROCESS IS PROVIDING AN ECONOMICAL ALTERNATIVE FOR FOLKS WHO WANT TO CHERISH THEIR HUNTING MEMORIES FOR A LIFETIME. WINSTON GREELY OUT AMONG MONTANA’S FISH, WILDLIFE AND PARKS. 

