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Mike Gurnett: The animals are captive, but it’s really not a zoo, it’s more a wildlife refuge.  And for the students, well it’s not really a school; it’s more like a living classroom.  

Mike Gurnett: (On Camera) Since 1992 the Beartooth Nature Center has provided a home for injured, orphaned or once held captive wildlife that could no-longer be released back into the wild and had no-place else to go. 

Ruth Brown:  I kept hearing about animals that needed someplace to go 

Ruth Brown: (On Camera) and I kept thinking if we could just educate the people on these wild animals and not to pickup baby animals and to leave animals in the wild.  And so I started working with Fish, Wildlife and Parks, mainly with Vince Yannone and that’s how it developed.

Ron Aasheim: Every once-in-a-while 

Ron Aasheim: (On Camera) an individual cones along who’s spirit and energy define the mission of an agency and a state and Fish, Wildlife and Parks in Montana was very lucky to have Vince Yannone do that for us for over 25 years.  In recognition of that we created what’s called “The Vinnie,” an award that has been given 4 times in the last 12 years.  In 2007 we recognized Ruth Brown on the Beartooth Nature Center.  

Ron Aasheim: The award was established to recognize people with special passion and we just wanted to solute her and congratulate her and let others know that we think those kinds of people are real important in Montana and very special.   

Mike Gurnett: The current facility is within the city limits of Red Lodge, but looking ahead, the Beartooth Nature Center recently purchased 20 acres North of town. This is Mike Gurnett, out among Montana’s fish, wildlife and parks.  

