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“BEAR UPDATE”

GREELY: ONE INDICATOR FOR THE ONCOMING WINTER IS THE MOVEMENT OF BEARS INTO THEIR DENS. FOR A BEAR TO SURVIVE THROUGH HIBERNATION THEY NEED TO CONSUME 20,000 CALORIES DAILY, THAT IS EQUIVALENT TO TEN DOUBLE CHEESEBURGERS, TEN LARGE FRIES AND MORE THAN 15 MILKSHAKES. HOWEVER, THIS YEAR RELIABLE FOOD SOURCES HAVE BEEN TOUGH TO FIND.

FREY: THIS YEAR WHITE BARK PINE PRODUCTIONS IS LOW DUE TO DROUGHT, PLUS IT’S A CYCLIC CROP. AND THAT’S ONE OF THE BEARS MAIN STAPLES IN THE YELLOWSTONE ECOSYSTEM AND IN THE NORTHERN CONTINENTAL DIVIDE ECOSYSTEM BERRIES ARE A BIG FALL SOURCE OF FOOD UP THERE AND THEY LOST THEIR BERRY PRODUCTION DUE TO WEATHER CONDITIONS AND WHEN BEARS DON’T HAVE THAT SOURCE THEY HAVE TO TRAVEL MORE AND WORK HARDER.

GREELY: TO HELP PREVENT HUMAN BEAR CONFLICTS. GROUPS SUCH AS THE DEFENDERS OF WILDLIFE ALONG WITH MONTANA’S FISH WILDLIFE AND PARKS ARE PROVIDING PREVENTATIVE MEASURES SUCH AS THESE BEAR PROOF GARBAGE CONTAINERS, WHICH ARE PROVING EFFECTIVE IN THWARTING BEARS.

GREELY: ALONG WITH PREVENTATIVE MEASURES, WILDLIFE MANAGERS ARE ALSO TRYING TO DEVELOP A BETTER UNDERSTANDING OF BEAR HABITAT AND POPULATIONS. ONE CURRENT STUDY IS TRYING TO DETERMINE A POPULATION ESTIMATE OF GRIZZLY BEARS IN THE NORTHERN ROCKIES.

STETZ: PEOPLE RESPONSIBLE FOR MANAGING THE GRIZZLY BEAR POPULATION IN NORTHWESTERN MONTANA HAVE DECIDED OVER THE PAST FEW YEARS THAT THE MOST IMPORTANT PIECE OF INFORMATION THEY COULD HAVE WAS A DEFENSIBLE POPULATION ESTIMATE FOR THE ENTIRE ECOSYSTEM. SO WE WORKED WITH LOCAL EXPERTS, BIOLOGISTS, MANAGERS TO SAMPLE NEARLY EIGHT MILLION ACRES TO GET THIS ESTIMATE.

GREELY: RESEARCH AND A PUSH FOR PREVENTION ARE METHODS BEING USED TO CREATE A HEALTHIER COHABITATION BETWEEN OURSELVES AND ONE OF OUR STATE’S GREATEST TREASURES. WINSTON GREELY OUT AMONG MONTANA’S FISH, WILDLIFE, AND PARKS

