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Mike Gurnett: The horse, with all their spirit, independence and place in history has become an icon for the American West.  But these days for most of us,

Mike Gurnett: (On Camera) being around horses is less of a necessity and more a personal choice, but for the wilderness packers, the horse and mule are as essential today as they were a century ago.

Josh Carlbom: In the wilderness you’re strictly foot or horse 

Josh Carlbom: (On Camera) and it is a lot easier to put a hundred and sixty pounds on a horse than it is on your back.  We’ll have a horse shoer come in with a hydraulic table and that kind of cuts’ her down for us doing them all standup.  An average camp is about twenty five or thirty mule loads.  I usually average about 3000 miles a year horseback.

Ernie Barker:  Working in the wilderness invariably you are going to find yourself in some spots 

Ernie Barker: (On Camera) where you may have to trust your horse on some trails that are not cleared of logs or you’re riding in the dark and you build such a trust relationship.  I know them like I know my kids.  They all little quirks and personalities, but that’s the fun of it.  That’s where you get to really know them.

Josh Carlbom:  Our saddles are all tagged for the horse they fit.  We’ve got some that we still talk about that haven’t been here for 15 years or 20 years. 

Mike Gurnett:  They were just darn good?

Josh Carlbom:  Darn good, and then there’s some that are real bad that we still talk about.    

Mike Gurnett: There’s a big difference between the romance of this job and the reality. But the great equalizer is that for people who like horses, well they love horses, and there’s no place that these folks would rather be. This is Mike Gurnett, out among Montana’s fish, wildlife and parks. 

