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Mike Gurnett: In the summertime, the North end of Canyon Ferry Reservoir is one action-packed place.  But in winter, Canyon Ferry is for people seeking solitude, an ideal place for Greg Axtman to focus on his passion of speed skating.

Mike Gurnett: (On Camera) And as perfect as this place is for training, the ice surface lacks the perfection that is demanded by this sport.  So Greg took the best ideas from Frank Zamboni’s ice surfacing machine and a few parts from around his shop to create a contraption that grooms perfect ice.

Greg Axtman: So I took and made a little water barrel that we call the axoni

Greg Axtman: (On Camera): And I take and water down the lake when its cold out and it creates a little smoother ice for me in order to go faster.  Its got a little draw bar with holes in it for the water to pour out and a towel at the back that will level out the water as you are pulling it with the four-wheeler.  I’ve got a life preserver on it. The flag so I know what the wind is doing out there, state of the art. 

Greg Axtman: If I Zamboni in the evening I’ll create some beautiful ice for morning.  I can go out there and tear it up and basically skate for twenty miles if I have a good session.  Then I’m usually outside trying to make some ice and then I’m trying to wear myself out skating it. 

Mike Gurnett:  And the Axoni has a couple of features not found on the commercially built Zamboni.  This is Mike Gurnett, out among Montana’s fish, wildlife and parks.  

