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Mike Gurnett: Snowmobiling is a fun way to get out and enjoy winter in Montana and if you haven’t ridden for a while you might be surprised at how comfortable, reliable and powerful the machines of this new generation are.

Mike Gurnett: (On Camera) With one of these new snowmobiles almost any rider can quickly get themselves into the backcountry in areas formerly reserved for only the most skilled riders.

Dan Curtin: (On Camera) What you’re looking at here is two distinctive snowfalls and two layers.  You can see how the bottom layer is very crusty and hard and very smooth and the top layer didn’t adhere to it very well.  The slice here that you can see is caused by a snowmobile cutting across the snowfield.

Dan Curtin: Time is of the essence when it comes to avalanche rescue.  The people you are riding with are going to be the rescue attempt.  If it basically goes beyond that then it becomes a recovery.  Having the equipment with you is very important but what is even more important is knowing how to use it. 

Dan Curtin: It takes quite a bit of practice to use it proficiently so you don’t get a lot of false readings.  The other thing that’s a must if you ride in the backcountry or sky in the backcountry is that you go through an approved avalanche awareness course that’s taught at most all of the Forest Service Regional Offices.

Mike Gurnett: To find an avalanche safely class that’s near you get online and search, simply, avalanche dot org.  And when you take the course make sure your family and friends go right along with you. This is Mike Gurnett, out among Montana’s fish, wildlife and parks.  

