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Mike Gurnett: Snowmobiling is a great way to get out and enjoy winter in Montana and if you haven’t ridden for a while, you might be surprised at how comfortable, reliable and powerful the machines of this new generation are.  

Mike Gurnett: (On Camera) With one of these new snowmobiles almost any rider can quickly get themselves into the backcountry in areas formerly reserved for only the most skilled riders.

Ray Paige: Snowmobiling in Montana is becoming more and more dangerous as people are finding themselves in the backcountry. 

Ray Paige: (On Camera) Over the past eight years Montana has had forty-two snowmobile related deaths.  Our worst year ever was thirteen snowmobile related fatalities.  There are a number of factors affecting these tragedies.  The vast majority of these people are lost as a result of an avalanche.

Ray Johnson: The best chance you have of surviving that avalanche is if you are uncovered within fifteen minutes.

Ron Johnson: (On Camera) So it is imperative that all the people in your party know how to use and carry appropriate rescue gear and that’s avalanche transceivers, shovels and probe poles and that that fear is readily available.    

Mike Gurnett:  Because time is so important in any rescue attempt, it is a good idea for you and the people you will be riding with to practice locating one of these avalanche beacons.  It could be time well spent.  This is Mike Gurnett, out among Montana’s fish, wildlife and parks.  

